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PREFACE

This report has been prepared as a repository of information gained
through research of historic documents and fabric investigation and as an
aid in the preparation of the contruction documents for the adaptive
restoration of the 11 core structures in the historic zone of the Herbert
Hoover National Historic Site:

P.T. Smith house (HS-2)
Hannah Varney house (HS-4)
Dr. L.J. Leech house (HS-5)
Laban Miles house (HS-6)
Amanda Garvin house (HS-7)
Charles E. Smith house (HS-8)
James Staples house (HS-9)
E.S. Hayhurst house (HS-10)
Isaac Miles farmhouse (HS-11)
- David Mackey house (HS-18)
William Wright house (HS-19)

All available historic documentary material, photographs, and physical
evidence of the structures have been collected, studied, and synthesized
in an effort to provide the most accurate detail possible for the adaptive
restoration of these structures.

A number of persons have assisted in many ways in the preparation of
the architectural data. Particular thanks go to the following:

Wilbert R. Hasbrouck, FAIA, who as our contracted consultant
studied the documentary material, assisted in writing the
architectural data and historic documentation sections, and provided
the appendix on original paint colors

All of the members of our firm, who, in one way or another, had a
part in the finished document, with special emphasis on the
following: Michael L. Barnes, who was in charge of the drafting
and was editor for the coordination of the text and drawings; Gail
E. Marquart, AIA, for the section on cost estimates; and Dorothy
Garrett, for her patience in typing and retyping of the text

Frank Pulley Associates, who were our consultants on energy review
studies

Charles Barnes, our professional engineering consultant

Edwin C. Bearss, who did the initial research on and wrote the
following National Park Service publications--"Historical Base Map
and Grounds Study" (July 20, 1968), "The P.T. Smith House"
(September 30, 1969), "The Buildings in the Core Area and Jesse
Hoover's Blacksmith Shop" (November 30, 1970), and "The Hoover
Houses and Community Structures" (November 30, 1970)--and who
willingly helped us with his recall of some research to clear up
specific points in question



J. Patrick Wildenberg, audiovisual archivist of .the Herbert Hoover

Presidential Library, who was responsible for reproducing the
historic photographs used in this report; his cooperation and
technical knowledge were invaluable in copying original photographs

National Park Service staff: George A. Thorson, AIA, supervisory

historical architect, . Denver Service Center; Francis O. Krupka,
project historical architect,. Denver Service Center; and Randall J.
Biallas, AIA, regional historical - architect of the Midwest Region

Grant A. Petersen, superintendent; Betsy Duncan-Clark, park
historian; and other employees of the Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site, West Branch, ‘who were always willing and helpful to
aid us in our research ’ :

The followng residents and former residents of West Branch, who
extended themselves to make me welcome and shared their resource
materials, recollections, and historic photographs: Mrs. Golda
Gruwell, Mrs. Lucille Vincent, Mrs. John Kofron, Mrs. Ona Morris,
Mr. Glen Speight, Mrs. Glenn Hoffman, Mr. L.C. Rummells, Mr. Sig
Larson, Mr. Ross Sayles, Mrs. Floyd Fawcett, Mrs. Grace Moore,
Mrs. Karen Laszczak, Mr. Glenn Brown, Mrs. Faunetta Oakley, the
Jeffries brothers, and Jack Maher, editor of the West Branch Times

-The following departments and groups who helped in providing
research material: Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, West
- Branch; Scattergood School library, West Branch; University of lowa
library, lowa City; lowa State Historical -Society library, lowa City;

lowa State Historical library, Des Moines; the Des Moines Register

- and Tribune photographic library; the West Branch Heritage Society;
- the Cedar County Historical Society at Tipton; and the West Branch

Times




INTRODUCTION

On August 12, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed Public Law
89-119 authorizing establishment of Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
in the state of -lowa "to preserve in public ownership historically

significant properties associated with the life of Hoover." The legisiation
authorized the acquisition of lands or interests in lands necessary to
ensure preservation of the significant historic properties. It aiso

provided for the appropriation of funds to develop the national historic
site and to preserve the historic resources associated with Herbert
Hoover. '

The preservation of these historic resources had begun in 1938 with the
restoration by the Hoover family of the birthplace home of the 31st
president. Lou Henry Hoover, the president's wife, had taken a personal
interest in this restoration project, which served as the beginning of a
historic preservation effort that continues today.

According to John Hiett, in "Park History of Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site," Lou Henry Hoover, other family members, and friends
realized that the restored birthplace would require ongoing care, and
they urged formation of a private association to take custody of the
cottage. The result’was the formation of the Herbert Hoover Birthplace
Society on March 22, 1939. Through efforts of this private society and
its successor organizations, the Hoover Birthplace Park grew to
encompass not only the president's birthplace, but a blacksmith shop
constructed as a representation of the one owned by his father, Jesse
Hoover, and the restored Friends meetinghouse, in which he had
worshiped as a West Branch youth.

These early restoration efforts formed the basis for development of the
policy, as enumerated in the 1965 legislation authorizing establishment of
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, that not only the birthplace of Mr.
Hoover should be preserved but also the structures associated with his
West Branch boyhood. _ ‘

Following Herbert Hoover's death on October 20, 1964, several bills were
entered in both the U.S. House and Senate authorizing establishment of a
park to memorialize the 31st president. In response to these bills, the
National Park Service issued in April 1965 a master plan for a proposed
Herbert Hoover Birthplace National Historic Site. Citing threats to the
historic resources then comprising the Hoover Birthplace Park, the Park
Service proposed the purchase of 155 acres of land, and it urged (1)
removal of all nonhistoric structures from the area, (2) regrouping of
historic or historically contemporary structures near the birthplace, and
(3) restoration of the closed portion of Downey Street to the status of a
historic trace. Also to be included within the 155-acre historic site were
the existing Hoover Presidential Library, housing the presidential
archives, and a museum containing exhibits depicting Mr. Hoover's life,
and the gravesite of President and Mrs. Hoover. Together, these
historic and contemporary cultural resources would comprise a memorial to
the life of Mr. Hoover. Upon passage of the legislation authorizing
establishment, this proposal was adopted as the master plan for
acquisition and development of Herbert Hoover National Historic Site.

1



Guided by the personal wishes of Mr. Hoover that his birthplace be
located not in the midst of an empty park but rather as part of a
neighborhood setting, the Park Service began land acquisition for the site
in 1966, in accordance with the provisions of the master plan. A number
of structures located within the acquisition area, and not associated with

the 1874-1884 period of Hoover's West Branch boyhood, were removed '

from the new historic site by sale or demolition. Two structures,. the
C.E. Smith house (HS-8) and the Hannah Varney house (HS-4), were
relocated to the area of the birthplace as a means 'of recreating a
neighborhood setting typical of that -existing during the 1874-1884 period.
The assemblage of houses that resulted, most of which have historical

- associations with Hoover, provides the setting for the birthplace home of

Herbert Hoover, and it serves in part as a buffer between the resulting
historic zone, or core area, and the adjacent modern town of West

- Branch. A revision in 1969 of the master plan that had guided
" acquisition and  development of the historic site since its authorization in
1965 strengthened this objective of preserving these historic structures

and creating a neighborhood setting typical of that existing in West

Branch and the Midwest during Hoover's 1874-1884 boyhood years in

lowa.

VDetaiIed research of the retained historic structures was generally lacking

at the time acquisition for the historic site began. However, four historic

" resource reports by National Park Service historians (see U.S.

Department of the Interior, -National Park Service 1968, 1969, 1970, and
1971) provided sufficient data to permit the initiation of -emergency
stabilization ‘and basic preservation of the structures. Based on the
historic data obtained through this research, it was suggested that this

restoration reflect the period of 1905-1910. Research conducted for this.
study, however, uncovered sufficient data to permit restoraton r‘eflectung

the hlstomc period of 1874-1884.

This later research showed that eight of the 11 houses retained -to

- provide a neighborhood setting were present during Herbert Hoover's

childhood in West Branch. The remaining three, the Leech (HS-5),
Varney (HS-4), and C.E. Smith (HS-8) houses, were built later, but in

. sympathetic architectural styles contr‘ibuting to the 1874-1884

neighborhood setting. These 11 structures, in conjunction with the
Hoover birthplace (HS-1), blacksmith shop (HS-16), Friends meetinghouse

(HS-3), the 1853 West Branch schoolhouse (HS-17), the traces of Downey .

and Poplar streets, and associated boardwalks and outbuildings, comprise
the historic resources situated in site's core area. Ten of the structures
are located within sight of the birthplace cottage. -The eleventh
structure, the lIsaac Miles farmhouse (HS-11), was also present during

the historic period, and although not within view of the birthplace, it is

typical of the farms familiar to Herbert Hoover as an lowa youth.

The research and drawings undertaken for this report have led to
recommendations to restore eight of the 11 houses to the historic period
of 1874-1884 and the remaining three to their periods of original
construction. The interiors of the houses will also be adapted either for
use as living quarters for National Park Service personnel, or for various
other administrative purposes. Some late period additions, which are
visually compatible on the outside with each other, with the birthplace




cottage, and with the historic scene, will be retained in order to pr‘ovnde'
more functional structures.

The "Addendum to the Master Plan," issued in 1977 and approved on
February 28, 1978, identified the adaptive. uses of the 11 structures .
covered by the study. To be used as quarters are the Hannah Varney
(HS-4), James Staples (HS-9), L.J. Leech (HS-5), C.E. Smith (HS-8),
David Mackey (HS-18), William Wright (HS-19), E.S. Hayhurst (HS-10),
and lIsaac Miles (HS-11) houses. The P.T. Smith house (HS-2) will be
used as an interpretive center and will be accessible to the public. The
Amanda Garvin house (HS-7) will function as a curatorial storage and
work structure, and the Laban Miles house (HS-6) will accommodate the
site's interpretive division.

This report is in two volumes: Volume 1 contains the body of the text,
volume 2 the appendixes. Each chapter of the text is devoted to a single
historic structure. Chapters are divided into administrative and
architectural data sections. Under administrative data, the historical
classification and proposed use are discussed. Under architectural data,
historical research is documented, the results of fabric and site
investigations are given, and the proposed treatment is outlined. At the
conclusion of each chapter are the as built drawings and plats for the
structure and a number of descriptive photographs. The appendixes
consist of energy review studies for each structure, cost estimates,
results of original paint color examinations, related historic photographs
and maps, a brief discussion of laws and policies affecting the national
historic site, and the existing conditions and preliminary design drawings
for all of the 11 structures.

All construction and restoration recommended in this report could be
accomplished using standard techniques available locally to reduce costs
and to still provide a historically accurate representaton of the houses.
All 11 houses will serve as background for the birthplace cottage, which
will be, as Mr. Hoover expressed to the author in the 1960s, "one of
many small houses located in the neighborhood."






P. T. SMITH HOUSE (HS-2)
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Clvassif.ication

The P.T. Smith house (HS-2), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as |l-b, or third order of historical significance, which is
described in the NPS '"Management Policies" as a resource that meets the
basic criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and is
of local or park significance. It is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site.

The structure is. currently unoccupied and in fair to deteriorated
condition. Plan HS-2:P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-2:1
and 2 show existing conditions after the 1977 stabilization work, and
photographs HS-2:3 and 4 show the house prior to stabilization.

Proposed Use and Justification

The P.T. Smith House is visible from within the site boundaries and to
the approaching public. It will be partially restored on the exterior to



‘its appearance late in the historic period (1880s), as called for in the
"Addendum to the Master Plan Herbert Hoover National Historic Site."!

The interior of the P.T. Smith house will be adaptively restored to serve
as a multiple use educational assembly space, also called for in the 1977
"Addendum to the Master Plan."2 The first floor will require substantial
alteration to serve as a meeting place for organized groups before or
after site tours. Provision will be made for access by the physically
handicapped to the first floor. The second floor, retaining its original
room arrangement, will be adaptively restored for administrative and staff
purposes. g :

-The 1970 "Master Plah," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic

zone of the national historic site be restored to the appearance of a

typical eastern lowa village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West
Branch. As described in the "Task Directive," the present restoration
program ‘"provides for the rehabilitation of . . . buildings . . . which
are located within the Historic District. This . . . concerns the exterior
preservation/restoration and interior adaptive restoration of [the 11
houses]. The exteriors . . . will be restored to 'an appearance
compatible with the historic period." The "Task Directive" further states
- that '"the purpose of this project is . . . to recreate a semblance of the
immediate’ scene as it may have appeared during the years of Herbert
- Hoover's residence in the neighborhood (1874-1884). In pursuing this

end, historically. accurate and verifiable details are to be used whenever
avallable "

During the period 1879-1884, Herbert Hoover lived next door to the Smith
house. 'In his later years, Mr. Hoover was able to recall only three
houses from his youth with any clarlty He vaguely remembered the
second Hoover house, which was razed in 19234 and the Coombs house,

which no longer “exists. He did recall the P.T. Smith house,® which
possesses significance as the only extant building in the immediate .

~ neighborhood that Mr. Hoover could remember with any detail.

1. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, "Addendum
to the Master Plan, Herbert Hoover National Historic Site" (1977), p. 15
(herelnafter cited as USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan").

2. Ibid.

3. USDI, NPS, "Task Directive, Herbert Hoover National Historic Site"
1977), p. 1 ' :

4. USDI, NPS, "The P. T. Smith House," by Edwin C. Bearss (1969),
p. 3 (hereinafter cited as USDI, NPS, Bearss, "P. T. Smith House").

5. Letter from William J. Wagner to Fred C. Fagergren, May 21, 1969,
on file with the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National
Park Service, Washington, D.C.



The interpretation of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch will require
space for educational and orientation purposes. The use of one of the
few structures which Hoover actually remembered in later years will lend
credibility to the: interpretive program because it will provide a meetmg
place for organized groups before or after site tours. Also, the very
presence of this structure will enhance the ‘overall - appearance of the
restored community. : c

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Documentation of Historical Research

Background Information. The house was bujlt by Peter T. Smith in the
late summer or early autumn of 1874.6 |1t was probably under
construction at the time of Herbert Hoover's birth in August 1874. There
is no description of the house at the time of its construction; however,
there are a number of descriptions of later alterations to the house,
which permit a determination of the original configuration of the house, as
shown in HS-2:P-1.

P.T. Smith and his family lived in their house throughout the period of
Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch. In the spring of 1885, P. T.

Smith and his family left the community, and the house and entire block
(block 31) was sold to Elisha Haines for $1,200.7 According to newspaper,
accounts during the summer of 1885, Haines began making improvements
to his house almost immediately. He was "engaged in remodeling the
whole structure and when completed this will be one of the most desirable
residences in town."8 He finished the renovation by August 1885 and
immediately sold . the house to I.N. Gruwell for $1,200. 9 Haines
apparently retained the remainder of the block and- recovered his initial .
purchase price from this one sale. Apparently no record of his expenses
in renovating his house has survived.

Gruwell, according to newspaper accounts, also made improvements to the
house. 16 The Gruwells lived in the house until early in 1889, when I. N-.

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss, "P. T. Smith House," p. 10.

7.- Tipton, lowa, Cedar County Courthouse, Court Records, Cedar
County Town Lot Book M, p. 375 (all Cedar County records hereafter
cited as CC); West Branch Local Record, June 11, 1885. :

8. West Branch Local Record, June 25, 1885.

9. Ibid., August 27, 1885.
10. Ibid.



‘Gruwell died,11 but Mrs. Gruwell continued to live in the house until
August 1889,12 at which time J.C. Branson and his family moved in.13.
Branson was a carpenter, and he may have made some minor changes to
the house, although no record of such has apparently survived. He died
. December 1889, while renting the house.14 His widow continued to live in
the house, renting it from Mrs. Gruwell who had retained ownership after
her husband's death. in 1891, the widow Branson moved out. of the
~house, and Henrg Gregg rented it for several months, until it was rented
“to Aaron Eaton.1> On November 18, 1891, Eaton purchased the property
for $600.16 About six months later, local newspaper accounts noted that -
Eaton was "trigging up . . . his residence."1/ The Eatons lived in the
“house until their deaths in 1911.

No additional research (beyond that conducted by Bearss) documenting
ownership of the P. T. Smith house has been conducted for the years
from 1911 to National Park Service acquisition of the property in 1967,
although photographs (HS-2:8, 9, 9-A, 10, and 11) establish that the
Oakley - family lived. there in 1915. Comparison of (ca. 1915) historic
photographs to existing conditions (ca. 1967) show substantial changes to
the exterior of the house prior to acquisition by the National Park
~ Service. These.included alteration of the front porch, chimneys, roof,
exterior walls, north bay window, windows and shutters, . basement
access, fencing and walks, outbuildings, and site landscaping.

' Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include
- stripping of the exterior and several repaintings, reroofing with wood
shingles, new foundation work (including the addition' of a partial
basement and a new exterior basement access stair), removal of all
mechanical and electrical equipment and exterior chimneys, removal of the
east lean-to addition and concrete slab, and rebuilding of the front
-porch. These changes primarily involved work on parts of the building
previously altered from the historic appearance or dating from after the
historic period; thus, their elimination does not appreciably affect the
accuracy of the exterior partial restoration work proposed.

Historic Phdtographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1900),
HS-2:5, is a view of the south and west elevations of the house. This
photograph shows the form of the front porch and a lean-to addition on

11. - West Branch Local Record, January 17, 1889.

12. West Branch Times, August 15, 1889.

13. Ibid.

14. West Branch Times, December 12, 1889.

15. USDI, NPS, Bearss, "P. T. Smith House," p. 17.

16. CC, Book Q, p. 56.

17.  West Branch Times, April 7, 1892.
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the east side of the house at that time. Shutters are clearly visible, as
are a picket fence and landscaping on the south side of the property.

The next photograph available, HS-2:6, is a portion of an original’
photograph, also ca. 1900, showing the southwest corner detail of the
front porch. It also shows the shutters to be a dark color and the porch
columns and corner trim to be a different, slightly darker color than the
siding, which appears to be very light. There is a darker accent color
visible on the column base, cap, and windowsill.

Photograph HS-2:7 is an enlargement from the 1909 panoramic photograph
of West Branch looking northwest, and it shows the east and south
elevations of the house. The east addition and its lean-to, shutters, two
chimneys, and the south bay windows are all clearly visible.

Two other historic photographs, HS-2:8 and HS-2:9 (both ca. 1915),
show details of front porch columns, front door, and a dark mark on the
south elevation where the shutters have been removed.

Historic photograph HS-2:10 shows the north elevation, particularly the
north bay and basement cellar door, as they appeared ca. 1915.

Fabric and Site Investigation

Exterior Walls. On the east wall of the two-story portion, above the roof

of the one-story addition, there are wood clapboards nailed directly to

the studs with cut nails (see photograph HS-2:13). There appears to be
only one coat of pigmented oil on these clapboards. They show no
obvious signs of weathering, indicating this addition was built very soon
after the original house and before the south bay window. Thus, the
rear (east) one-story addition was an improvement made by P.T. Smith
while he lived in the house between 1874 and 1885.

Selective removal of a portion of the lath and plaster at the south bay
window exposed wood clapboards behind the bay construction, which had
been cut-in-place, indicating that this bay was also added after the house
was built (see photograph HS-2:12). These clapboards are nailed twice
with pre-1890 cut nails differing slightly in size (one set obviously later,
as they overlap a few of the original nails and split the boards in several
places).1 This, combined with the fact that there ar only three coats of
paint on the clapboards, indicates that this south bay window was added

18. American Association for State and Local History, Nail Chronology As
An Aid To Dating Old Buildings, Technical Leaflet 48 (November 1968).

p. 7 - Earliest wire nails were only available in very
small sizes (for picture frames, etc.). Larger
sizes were not widely available or used in
American building construction until the third
quarter of the Nineteenth Century. By the late



'soon after the original house.was built, either by Haines in 1885 or by

the ‘Gruwells in 1885-1889.

The location of the north bay window was verified in 1977 during the
‘stabilization program undertaken by the National Park Service when the
original foundation was uncovered and recorded. Selective removal of a
.portion of the interior lath and plaster at this location revealed framing
for a door, further verifying the location of the bay. The use of wire
_ nails in the framing indicates that this bay was not original to the house.
. The location of the door indicates that its configuration was not the same
as that of the bay on.the south side of the house. The clapboards west

of the west window, within the perimeter of the north bay, are attached

with cut nails, further indicating that the bay was added later. This is
substantiated by the lack of evidence indicating previous nailing on the
original studs at this point. It can be concluded that the north bay was

either an improvement made by the Gruwells in 1885-1889 or by the

Eatons in 1892. In either event, it was added after the 1874-1884 historic
perlod o ) .

The cenhng joists .dver the south 5 feet of the one-story east addition run

north and south, while the remainder run east and west, indicating that
this portion was a later addition. The orlgmal foundataon (before it was
replaced in 1977, during stabilization by the National Park Service) also
indicated that the east addition had been enlarged to the south. The
original evidence having been removed, it is no longer possible to date
this portion accurately. The addition had to have been constructed prior
to. 1900, since it is evident in photograph HS-2:5. Because the east wing
itself was constructed at some point between 1874 and 1885, it can be
concluded that the. addition to the east wing was made sometime between
1885 and 1900--by Haines in 1885, by the Gruwells between 1885 and 1889
(before his death), by the Br‘ansons in 1889 or by the Eatons between
1891 and 1900. ‘ :

Stripping and repainting of the exterior by the National Park Service ‘in
1978 revealed burn marks on the clapboards, indicating that the paint had
- been removed at sometime. .. Thus, the only places where the original

1880's, they were fast superceding cut nails
because of their relative cheapness.

pp. 9-10 - The earliest wire nails were not made for
~ building construction, but rather in the smaller
sizes for pocket book frames, cigar boxes, etc.
- American wire nail machinery was not really
perfected until the 1860's and 70's.

p. 10 - Wire nails did not really become the dominant
type " until the 18390's, and many builders
preferred using cut nails well into the Twentieth
Century. The greater holding power of cut
nails was certainly a factor.

10



paint might have been in place prior to the 1978 work was behind the
south bay and on the east wall of the two-story portion and possibly
behind the exterior chimney which stood on the south side of the house
before the 1977 stabilization work (see appendix C).

Roofs. Patches visible in the roof sheathing over both the one-story
addition and the original house indicate where the original chimneys for
each section went through the roof. :

Examinaton of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates that
originally the roofs were covered with wood shingles.

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the front (west) porch roof "
construction reveals that it is original to the house, although the
remainder of the porch (columns, trim, and floor) has been substantially
altered. Since the porch retained its original configuration through 1915
(see photographs HS-2:8, 9, 9-A, and 11), these changes occurred well
after the historic period.

Interior Information. Removal of the wood lath and plaster on the second
floor exterior walls showed that originally the interiors of these walls
were finished with rough-sawn 1- by 12-inch boards laid horizontally (see
photograph HS-2:14). The use of cut nails for the lath and the lack of
finish on the wallboards indicates that these boards were covered with
plaster quite early, probably by P.T. Smith sometime between 1874 and
1885.

The wood lath and plaster at the first-floor level is original, except
where changes were made for the north and south bay windows and for
the east addition.

The first-floor framing of the one-story addition is different from that of
the two-story part, indicating that it was not built at the same time.
Also apparent in the first-floor framing is the location of the original
interior stair to the basement within this addition. '

Treatment

The work proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of the P.T.
Smith house, as described in the "Administrative Data" section, is
discussed below.

Exterior. The following partial restoration is proposed:

Plaster the existing stone foundation in the manner of the historic
period, and alter the nonhistoric (1977) exterior basement stair to
reflect its historic configuration.

Restore the front (west) porch to its appearance during the historic
period, providing unobtrusive access for the physically handicapped.

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the
historic period, retaining the existing south bay and the enlarged

11



rear (east) addition. This will include repairing and/or replacing all

deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new shutters, storm
windows, and screens for all windows, as well as storm doors and
screens for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing historic
two-over-two sash. Nonhistoric sash will be removed and new sash
provided to match original.

Reconstruct two historic chimneys in their original locations.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)

portion to. match the foundation of the house, and provide a metal .

‘safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

'Pamt the'extemor‘ of the house using historic colors (see
appendix C). ' '

" Interior. The interior wili- be adaptively restored as follows:

Adapt the present dining room and living room spaces to provide a
single educational assembly area sufficient to accommodate up to 40
persons, meeting all requirements for educational occupancies
established by the Life Safety Code, 1976 edition; eliminate the
existing kitchen and bath on the first floor; remove all existing wood
lath and plaster and provide new gypsum lath and plaster; repair
and/or replace all existing trim.

Adapt the rear (east) portion of the first floor to provide public

restroom space and a pullman-type serving kitchen with a rear exit

corridor between the two.

Repalr the exustlng stairway to the' second floor, replacmg worn- out
treads and rlsers . . ,

Repair all second-floor rooms, retaining the existing configuration, '

and adapt to. serve as staff offices; remove all existing wood lath
and plaster; . provide new gypsum lath and plaster'; repair and/or
replace existing wood trim.

Remove the existing, deteriorated wood finish flooring throughout
(first and second floors), and provide new wood flooring to match
original throughout.

- Utility Systems. The utility systems will be modernized as follows:

Remove completely the existing mechanical and electrical systems,

and provide new heating, air conditioning, plumbing, and electrlcal’

systems, sized as required and meeting all applicable codes.:

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards; insulate exterior walls during restoration of
the interior; provide attic and basement craw! space insulation
throughout (see appendix A).

12
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Security Systems. A security system will be provided as follows:

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with the existing centrally
monitored system.

Install intrusion detection equipment to tie in with the existing
centrally monitored system.

Summarx

‘The exteriof‘ of the house, built by Peter T. Smith in 1874, remained

unchanged, with the probable exception of the original east addition,
until it was sold to Haines in 1885. The physical evidence found
suggests that the original one-story addition was 16 by 14 feet and was
built very soon after the original house. This would indicate that it was
built by Smith during his 11-year ownership of the house. Thus, with
the exception of the east addition, the house in Hoover's time existed as
it was originally built.

The second major changes to the house, which have been documented,
were made by Haines in the period from 1885 to 1889. These changes
appear to have been primarily additions. The evidence previously cited
indicates that these included enlarging the east addition and adding the
south window bay. Since Haines obviously made the improvements to
enhance the marketability of the house, the convenience of a fashionable
dining room bay window on a southern exposure would have made a
significant, though not overly expensive, improvement.

it is also possible that Haines added the north bay window, although the
construction details would indicate that it was built at a later time. It is
likely that interior alterations were made at the same time, but these were
not researched, since no restoration of the interior is anticipated. It is
probable that Haines also would have painted the house after his rather

extensive alterations, before selling the house to the Gruwells in late
1885.

The Gruwells also made improvements to the house in their four years of
joint residency (1885-1889),19 but there is no . surviving record
documenting these improvements. it is unlikely that the Gruwells were

- responsible for the construction of the north bay window, since post-1890

wire nails were used in the rough framing for its interior door. It is

- also unlikely that Mrs. Gruwell would have made major changes in the

seven months (January-August 1889) following her husband's death when
she continued to live in the house.

It is doubtful that either Branson, Gregg, or Eaton made any changes,
since they rented rather than owned the property (1889-1891).

19. West Branch Local Record, August 27, 1885.
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When Eaton did buy the house in 1891, he was 67 years old and
essentially retired. Thus, while it is possible that the Gruwells built the
north bay window between 1885 and 1889, it is more likely that Eaton
built it during his 20 years of ownership (1891 1911),. based on the .use
of post-1890 wire nauls in its constructnon

Thus, the north bay window was almost certainly built after 1891. Its
reconstruction will not be proposed since-it was constructed after the
historic period, it would be expensive, and it would not add functionally
to the structure. The south bay window is being retained because it will
add to the functional usefulness of the structure, because it was built
close to the historic period, and because it still exists intact.

"The archltectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of

- the P. T. Smith house to an appearance similar to that of the historic

period. The interior changes will provide facilities much needed by the
National Park Service staff to properly present interpretive programs to
the many visitors who come to the historic site throughout the year. The
proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will
provide a useful structure approprlate to the appearance and purpose of
the historic site.
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HS-2:9, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking east. This
photograph shows details of the front porch columns and front door.
Note the difference in color between the trim and siding. The color of
the trim and the door appear to be the same. The original photograph is
with F. Oakley, West Branch, lowa. A copy of the negative is at the
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa (reference 1956-57A).

Photographer unknown
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HS-2:10, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking west. This
photograph of the north side of the house shows a good detail of the
north bay window, shutters, and the cellar entrance. The original
photograph is with F. Oakley, West Branch, lowa. A copy of the
negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa.

Photographer unknown
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HS-2:12, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. View of original clapboards behind
the south bay window construction. The original photograph and
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des

Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HS-2:13, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. View of original clapboards on the
east wall of the two-story portion, above the ceiling of the one-story
portion of the house. The original photograph and negative are at
Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HS-2:14, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the 1- by
12-inch horizontal boards at the second floor which was the original wall
finish. The original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart.
Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE (HS-4)

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The- Hannah Varney house (HS-4), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as |l-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover .
National Historic Site.

The structure is currently being used as a residence and is in good
condition. Plan HS-4:P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-4:1
and 2 show existing conditions.

!Prbposed Use and Justification

Although the Hannah Varney house was not present during Herbert
Hoover's stay in West Branch, it is very similar to houses which he would
have known during his boyhood. As called for in the 1977 "Addendum to
the Master Plan," the exterior of the Hannah Varney house will be

"~ partially restored to its original appearance. The interior will be
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adaptlvely restored to serve as a residence for National Park Service
" personnel. :

The 1970 '"Master- Plan," as amended in 1977, directs fha( the historic
zone of  the national hlstorlc site be restored to the appearance of a
typical eastern .lowa vnllage of the 1880s.2 .

The Varney house was built in 1899 and moved to its present site in 1967
by the National Park Service. Although the house was built 15 years
after Hoover left West Branch, and he would not have been familiar with
it, the house does occupy the site of the McClellen house which did exist

o whlle Hoover lived across the street.

it is mconsnstent' wnth current National Park Service policies to
reconstruct the house that originally occupied this site. Since the
Varney house was built in a style compatible with the remainder of the
neighborhood, it will- add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern lowa
' village. during the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch, while
fulfiling the park's need to provide an onsite 'residence for
management/security personnel. '

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

-'Documentation of_ Historical Research

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the
Hannah Varney house is a newspaper article of April 13, 1899, where
Hannah Varney announced that she intended to build on a lot on South
Downey Street. 3 The 1901 Atlas of Cedar County, lowa, includes a plat
- of the historic zone on which lot 83C is shown as being owned by Hannah
“Varney (see volume 2, appendux D). .

The Varney house remained on lot 83C until it was moved to its pr‘esent

site, . lot 87B, by the National Park Service in 1967.4 During Herbert

Hoover's life in West Branch, lot 87B was the site of the D. E. McClellén

house.d The McClellen house burned down in the early 1930s, and the

. Varney house was moved there, in 1967, following removal by the National
~Park Service of a post-1930 era re5|dence

1. USDI, NPS,. "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.

. 2. Ibid.

3. West Branch Times, April 13, 1899; June 29, 1899.

4. USDI, . NPS, :"Building's In The Core Area and Jesse Hoovef's
Blacksmith Shop," by Edwin C. Bearss and Wilfred M. Husted (1970), p
2 (hereafter cited as USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area")

5. Ibid., pp. 272-75.
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A cohposite set of five Sanborn maps showing lot 87B in 1895, 1900,
1906, 1912, and 1927 is included as plan HS-4:P5. The Sanborn maps do

. not show the McClellen house as it existed during Herbert Hoover's life in

West Branch. During this time, the house was turned 90 degrees,

- presenting its shorter elevation to the street. 6 it is unfortunate that lot

83C, where the Varney house was originally located, was never included
on :any of the Sanborn maps.

- The Varney house had several tenants between April 1900, when the
. Varneys moved out, and September 1915, when the property was sold to
~Elwood Tatum as rental property. But no documented changes to the
"house occurred during this time. '

On September 9, 1915, George and Lena Blunt moved into the Varney
house. The following August the Blunts purchased the property from
EIwood_Tatum.7 Mr. Blunt was a skilled carpenter, and he took care of
the maintenance. - He laid the. handsome hardwood flooring in the

-~ downstairs rooms and wired the house for electricity. He built a lean-to
* addition in back of the house for a kitchen and bathroom, and he added

interior plumbing. The kitchen was on the north and the bathroom on
the south. The bathroom was entered from a door at the foot of the
stairs, and the kitchen from the present door at the rear of the house.
The kitchen could also be entered from the back porch., Blunt also built
an enclosed porch behind the kitchen, WhICh was entered by a stair from

'the north.8

When the National Park Service acquired and moved the Varney house in

1967, most of these exterior additions were removed. Changes
subsequent to the National Park Service acquisition include painting,
reroofing with wood shingles, new foundation work, updating the
mechanical " and electrical systems, constructing a second-floor bathroom,

- modernizing the kitchen, and constructing a new rear (east) stoop.

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (HS-4:3) is a
portion of an original photograph, ca. 1909 (see appendix D), showing
the southeast corner of the house in its original location. It clearly
shows the wood shingle roof, gutter type, chimney, -and lean-to addition.

Photograph HS-4:4 (ca. 1910) of the second Hoover house clearly shows

the detailing of the original front porch and railings and the south
‘elevation of the Varney house. '

'Two other hlstomc photographs, HS-4:5 and HS-4:6, both taken ca. 1930

show the house after three decades of use. The pump, gutters and.

~downspouts, trim, and detailing are all clearly visible.

6. Ibid., p. 272.

7. Ibid., p. 14; telephone interview with Mrs. Ernst Thompson by
Edwm Bearss, October 5, 1970. : .

8. USDI NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Aréa,“ pp. 15-16.
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' Fabric_and Site Investigation

Exterior Walls. Field examination of the exterior walls has not revealed
evidence of alterations other than those made by the National Park
Service in 1967, after removal of the late period addmons

 Roofs. A patch in the sheathlng and the existing framlng indicates where
the original chimney = penetrated the roof. Examination ~of its
spaced-sheathing construction indicates that originally the roof was

~covered with wood shingles."

.~ Exterior Attachments. Examanatnon of the front (west) porch indicates
- that it was original with the house, although the lattice work and steps
were constructed. in 1967 by the National Park Service. The original
handr"ail -with 'balusters is missing. :

The rear (east) stoop was constructed by the National Park Service in

-‘1967

‘ Inter‘ior Information. Examination of the first-floor fr'amlng verifies that
originally . (prior to 1967) there was only a one-fourth basement in the
southeast (present .location) corner of the house and that ther‘e was an
exterior basement entrance.

The eXisting concrete/concrete block basement and foundation walls were

constructed in 1967 by the National Park Serwce, when the house was
' moved to. its present site. -

Treatment '

~ The work proposed to prowde for the adaptive restor‘atnon of the Hannah
Varney. house, as descrlbed in the "Admlmstr‘atlve Data" section, follows.

Exterior. . The following’ partqal restoratlon is proposed:-

Plaster the exposed concrete-block foundation walls in the manner of

the historic period.

Restore - the existing front (west) porch to ltS original (1899)
condition by reconstructing a new wood railing with balusters and by
providing new, wider wooden steps; rework the exustlng lattice work
to match the original detailing.

Remove the exustmg rear (east) nonhistoric wood stoop, and provnde
a new wood stoop compatible with the 1899 period.. :

Restore the four exterior elevatlons to their 1899 appearance This
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards

and trim; providing new storm windows and screens for all windows,
and storm doors and screens for all exterlor doors; and repairing aII‘

exnstmg historic sash.
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Reconstruct the historic chimney in its original location.

Remove all existing corrugated metal areaways, and provide new
brick areaways for all basement windows.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the air-conditioning condenser; brick-veneer the exposed
(above-grade) portion to match the new areaways; install a metal
safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the house using historic colors
(see appendix C).

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:
Reinforce the existing damaged floor joists in the west half of the
basement as required to ensure adequate support for the uses
outlined for the first floor.

Add new wood handrails to the existing basement stairs.

Adapt the first floor to provide space for a new half-bath between
the existing bedroom and den as indicated.

Adapt the second floor to provide two new bedrooms with appropriate
closet and storage space.

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility systems is proposed as follows:

Remove all existing fluorescent, commercial-type lights from the first
floor; provide new light fixtures, first and second floors,
appropriate - for a residence; extend and update the existing
mechanical and. electrical systems as required to accommodate the
changes made, meeting all applicable codes.

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate the attic
during construction of the bedrooms (see appendix A).

Security System. The installation of the security system is proposed as
follows: '

Install residential smoke alarms as required to meet all applicable
codes

Summary

The most obvious and significant remaining change to the Hannah Varney
house is its new location. Because of the National Park Service's policy
prohibiting sparsely documented reconstructions (i.e., a reconstruction of
the McClellen house), it is proposed that the Varney house remain at its -
present location and its exterior be partially restored to near-original
condition. The interior will be modernized to provide a suitable staff
residence. -
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The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
the Hannah Varney house very close to its appearance when it was
completed in 1899. “Its style will be similar to many houses that existed
‘during Hoover's life in West Branch. The interior changes will provide a
modern residence needed by the National Park Service to house onsite
management/security personnel. . The proposed partial exterior

_restoration/adaptive intérior restoration will provide a useful structure

appropriate to the appearance of the historic site.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Plans
HS-4:P1
HS-4:P2
HS-4:P3
HS-4:P4
HS-4:P5
HS-4:P6
Photographs
HS-4:1
HS-4:2

HS-4:3

HS-4:4
HS-4:5

HS-4:6

As Built in 1899, and Alterations up to 1932
As of 1977

Eki»sting Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F)
Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G)
Composite of Sanborn Maps

Plat of Historic Site

Existing view looking northeast
Existing view looking southeast

View looking northwest, detail from 1909 panoramic
photograph 2

View looking northeast, ca. 1910
View looking southeast, ca 1930

View looking northeast, ca. 1930
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" 'DR. L.J. LEECH HOUSE (HS-5)

THL
18l

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The Dr. L.J. Leech house (HS-5), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as Il-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on
the National Reglster' of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site.

The structure is currently being used as a residence and is in good

conditon. Plan HS-5:P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-5:1
and 2 show existing conditions.

Proposed Use and Justification

The Leech house is the newest of the structures located in the historic
zone of the national historic site. It was built in 1920 by Dr. L.J.
Leech, who had previously owned and occupied the Laban Miles house to
the north. The Leech house was not present during Herbert Hoover's
years in West Branch.
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As called for in the 1977 "Addendum to the Master Plan," the exterior of

the Leech house will be partially restored to its original appearance. The -

interior will be -adaptively restored to serve as a residence for Park
Service personnel.] '

The 1970 "Master Plan," as amended in 1977, directs that the 'histof'ic
‘zone of the national historic site be restored to the appearance of a

typical eastern lowa village of the 1880s. Although the Leech house was
built after the historic period, it is entirely appropriate as a background
structure that can be retained to provide a nelghborhood setting for. the
historic structures associated with Hoover. This is reinforced by the
facts that Dr. Leech was an important figure in the history of West

Branch and that he was a resident there during the time of Herbert .

Hoover's life in the town.

The structure will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern lowa
village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West. Branch, while
fulfilling the park's need to provide an onsite residence for Park Service
personnel. :

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

chumentation of Historical 'Résearch

Background Information. ~ Newspaper accounts indicate that in June 1920,
-Dr. L.J. Leech sold the family home at 113 Downey Street (the Laban
. Miles house, HS-6) to his son, Albert. The doctor and his wife were to
build a new house on the south 74 feet of Lot 87A, which Dr. Leech
owned:2 The new house was completed by September 1920, and Dr.
Leech and his wife moved into their new home.

The Sanborn maps of the historic zone show the site of the Leech house

.as vacant until 1927, when the present house is shown at its current
location.

A composite set of two Sanborn maps showing Lot 87A in 1900 and 1927 is
included as plan ‘HS-5:P4. The 1927 Sanborn map also shows that Dr.
Leech retained his barn, which he had built earlier.4 In addition to the
house, he built an unattached gar‘age at the northeast side of the house.

Dr. Leech I|ved in thls house until 1937, when he died and left the house

and proper'ty to his son, Albert. 5

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
2. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 25.

3. West Branch Times, September 23, 1920.

4. 1bid., November 1, 1894.

5. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 32.
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A comparison of historic photograph HS-5:3 (ca. 1925) to existing

conditions (ca. 1967), when the National Park Service acquired the
property, shows that no substantial alterations had beén made to the
exterior of the house except for the addition of an attached garage
between 1925 and 1930.

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include
removal of the attached garage, enclosure of the northeast porch to
enlarge and remodel the kitchen (1967), reroofing with wood shingles
(1970), removal of the asphalt shingles on the gable ends (north and
south) and installation of decorative wood -shingles, stripping of the
exterior (1978), and several repaintings. '

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (HS-5:3) of the
Leech house is a portion of an original photograph, ca. 1925, showing the
north and west elevations of the house. It clearly 'shows the asphalt
shingle roof and gable ends, the original location of the drive and
detached garage with vine arbor, and the open rear (northeast) porch.

Photograph HS-5:4 (ca. 1928) shows the northwest corner of the front
porch and house. It also shows a contrast in color between the trim and
the siding.

Photograph HS-5:5 (ca. 1930) shows the southeast corner of the house.

It also shows that the garage is attached to the east elevation of the
house, and the rear door now has a canopy over it.

Fabric and Site Investigaton

Exterior Walls. Visual examination of the northeast corner of the house
shows where the original porch was located and its size.

Roofs. The solid . sheathing roof construction indicates that originally the
roofs were asphait shingles.

Exterior Attachments. The foundation for an attached garage (1925-1930)
is evident to the east of the house.

Interior Information. The first-floor framing in the northeast corner of
the house further verifies the size of the original rear porch.

The southwest corner of the living room shows that originally there was a
hall at the bottom of the stair.

The remainder of the first- and second-floor rooms appear to reflect their
historic configuration (see plan HS-5:P1).

Treatment

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Dr.
L. J. Leech house, as described in the "Administrative Data" section.
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Exterior. Partial restoration_ is proposed as follows:

‘Remove and rebuild the deteriorated south basement wall, plastering
the exterior to match the existing foundatuon, repair and reuse the
existing basement window sash. -

Repair the existing plastered foundation wall where damagedvor
where new work has been done. : '

‘Remove the concrete-slab and concrete-block retaining walls at the
rear (east) of the house; regrade and landscape this area, retaining
all existing trees :

Provide 'a'_new cap for the neWe.I posts on the second-floor,
balcony-type porch.

Restore the four exterior elevations to their 1920 appearance,

retaining the 1960s ‘kitchen enclosure at the northeast corner of the
. house. This will include repairing and/or replacmg aII deteriorated
- clapboards and trim. ,

Provide an '--attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the - air-conditoning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)
portion to match the foundation of the house, and instail a metal
safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. '

Paint the exterior of the house, using the original colors (see
appendix C). ,

interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:
Adapt and repair the existing basement as shown in plan HS-5:P3.
This will include rebuilding the existing basement stair to eliminate
. the winder while providing adequate headroom and installing a new
wood handrail.
.Adapt the exlstmg kutchen as shown in plan HS-5:P3.

Utlllty Systems Modernlzmg the Utlllty system is proposed as follows‘

Remove completely the\exnstmg steam heat system and window

air-conditioning units; provide new central heating and
air-conditioning systems, snzed as required and meetmg all applicable
codes.

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).

" Summary

The most significant remaining alteration to the Leech house is the
enclosed rear (northeast) porch. Since the house is not of the historic
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period, and its use as a stalf residence requires adequate kilchen
facilities, it is nol proposed lo restore this porch. There have been only
minor changes made on the interior since it was conslrucled by Dr. Leech
in 1920. , :

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
the Dr. Leech house to an appearance similar to when it was completed in
1920. Its style will be similar to many houses that existed during
Hoover's life in West Branch. The interior changes will provide a modern
residence needed by the National Park Service to house personnel. The
proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance of the historic
site.
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“ILLUSTRATIONS .'/
Plans |
HS-5:P1 As Built in 1920 | '
HS-_S:PZ -Exist._ing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) I
HS-5:P3 _ Prélimihary Design (see volume 2, appendfx G)

_ HS-S:‘P4 Com"positerf Sanborn Maps '
HS-5:P5 Plat of Historic Site l
Photographs o
"HS-5:1 Exi.s‘ting view looking northeast I
HS-5:2 Existing view looking southeast .
v'HS-'5:3 ' View looking socheast, ca. 1925 “

_ H_S-5:4 - 'Detai'is' of front porch, ca. 1928 l
HS-.5‘:5 | View qf .southeast corner, ca. 1930 q
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HS-5:4, DR. L. J. LEECH HOUSE, ca. 1928. This photograph shows

details of the front porch.
the siding. The original
Library, West Branch, lowa.

Photographer unknown

It also shows the trim as a darker color than
photograph is at the Hoover Presidential
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LABAN MILES HOUSE (HS-6)

= . 1

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The Laban Miles house (HS-GY), located in West Branch, lowa, is classified
as |l-b, third order of historical significance. It is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National Historic
Site.

The structure is currently unoccupied and, except for the stabilized/
reconstructed foundation walls, is in deteriorated condition. Plan
HS-6:P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-6:1 and 2 show
existing conditions after the 1974 National Park Service stabilization work.

Proposed Use and Justification

Strategically located in the core area of the national historic site, the
Laban Miles house is a structure that Hoover would -have been familiar
with throughout his life in West Branch. It has been altered many times
since its construction as a small two-story frame house facing Downey
Street. As called for in the 1977 "Addendum to the Master Plan," the
exterior of the Laban Miles house will be partially restored to its
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appearance late in the historic period, ca. 1880-1884.7 Several additive
intrusions will be removed. The interior of the house will be adaptively
restored to serve as administrative offices for_the sutes interpretive
division, as also caHed for in the 1977 addendum.

The 1970 "Master Plan," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic
zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern lowa village of
the 1880s.3 _

The - Laban Miles House, located across Downey Street from the Garvin
house, was constructed between 1879 and 1872. It is important

historically since Herbert Hoover's aunt and uncle, Agnes and Laban

Miles, resided there during his West Branch boyhood.4 it is evident that
. Hoover would have been familiar with the house during 'his residence in
“the town, although it is doubtful he would have remembered his uncle's
occupancy since he was only four years old when Miles left.

The restoration of the neighborhood houses around Herbert Hoover's home
in -West Branch will require improved interpretive services within the
historic neighborhood. The Miles house is strategically located within the
‘neighborhood and offers an excellent location for the site's interpretive
staff, ensuring the easy ‘availability to visitors of full interpertive
services. :

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Documentation of Historical Research

- Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the Laban
Miles house is in Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar Country, showing West

-Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as plan HS-6:P6, depicts

the house as a rectangular block on the north side of lot 87.

The map is not of sufficient size to scale the house accurately, although
it does verify that there was a structure at this location at the date of
" publication. The configuration on the map is close to plan HS-6:P1,
‘which was derived from field examination and documentation of the house.

. The house, as built ca. 1869 and as purchased by Laban and Agnes Miles
in June _1875,5 was a two-story frame house with a small porch and two

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
2. Ibid., p. 17.
3. Ibid., p. 14.
4. |bid., p. 17.

5. CC, Deed Record I, p. 191.
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chimneys. Miles occupied the house until 1878, when he and his family
left West Branch® and the house was rented. {n 1886 the house was
purchased by Dr. L.J. Leech, another prominent West Branch citizen,
who lived in the building until 1920.

The house, which now constitutes an important element of the site, has
been altered many times since its original construction as a small
two-story frame dwelling facing Downey Street. However, it is doubtful
that any alterations had been made from original conditions by 1878, when
Miles left, since it was still essentially a new house. It is also unlikely
that alterations would have been made during the time it was being rented
from 1878 to 1884.

Dr. Leech and his family moved into the Miles house in October 1884.
Although he was unable to secure title to the _property until February
1886, Dr. Leech hired a carpenter in April 1885.7

in April 1886, two months after securing title to the property, Dr. Leech
had a single-story addition built on the rear of the dwelling,8 and added
the south bay window. This was just after Herbert Hoover left West
Branch.

in 1901, a municipal street-widening project caused the house to be moved
back (east) from Downey Street, a distance of 14 feet. It is also
documented that in 1901, Dr. Leech made more improvements to his
house.9 He had the two-story ell, housing an entry hall and stairway,
constructed on the southwest corner of the house, and the front porch
converted to_a veranda. He also had a new furnace installed during the
same period.1

All of the changes that altered the house can be verified by the Sanborn
maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927,17a composite set of which is

USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 37.

West Branch Local Record, April 30, 1885.

Ibid., April 22, 1886.

O 0o N O

West Branch Times, May 2 and 9, 1901.

10. Ibid., July 17, 1901.

1. The Sanborn map of 1900 depicts a porch similar to that shown in
photograph HS-6:3, dated 1890. This photograph shows the Laban Miles
house in its original location, since the house was not moved back from
the street until 1901. The second-story windows are shown in their
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~included as plan HS-6:P5. It shouid be noted that in each of these five
maps major changes had been made.

In -1920 Dr. Leech subdivided the property, constructing for himself a

‘new residence immediately to the south of the Laban Miles house. This
new structure is now known as the Dr. Leech house (HS-5) and is
included in the national historic site. .

Further changes occurred between 1927 and the 1967 acquisition by the
National Park Service. In summary, these pre-1967 changes included
enclosure of the east porch; insertion of a basement garage under the
east wing; various interior alterations and changes to the fencing, walks,
- ~and outbuildings; and site landscaping. o

Post-1967 changes by the National Park Service include reconstructing
and stabilizing the foundation; removing the basement garage, the historic
‘chimneys, veranda porch, furnace, and mechnical/electrical systems;
providing a new wood shingle roof, front porch, rear stoop, fences, and
walks; and repainting the exterior. '

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1890),
included as photograph HS-6:3, is a view of the south and west
elevations of the house. This photograph shows the original front porch
and the original west facade windows, and it verifies that the south bay
window was in place at this time. Shutters are clearly visible, as is a

original location in this photograph and the first-floor (west facade)
window shown is the original size and location.

Construction of the veranda-type porch and roof in 1901 by Dr. Leech
required raising the second-story windows. Since the windows -in
photograph HS-6:3 remain as originally constructed, no veranda existed
prior to the date of the photograph, 1890.

Further verification of the original porch size was found before the 1974
stabilization and partial restoration work by the National Park Service.

Holes for the support of porch joists and rafters are conventionally found

in the frame construction and sill members for porches built at the same
time as the house. Such holes were located in the west wall of the Laban
Miles house, approximately 6 feet o.c. and flanking the original entry
door. This indicates a porch approximately 6 feet 6 inches wide, similar
to that shown in the 1890 photograph, as being built with the house. No
similar construction scars were found for the veranda porch, indicating
‘this porch type was added later.

Since the porch shown in the 1890 photograph is the only known porch of
that size and configuration, and since it conforms completely to the porch
depicted in the 1900 Sanborn map, it can be concluded that they are the
same porch. Thus, the veranda-type porch depicted by the 1895 Sanborn
map is in error. Since no evidence has been found indicating the
existence of an earlier porch, it may be concluded that the porch shown
in the 1890 photograph is either original or dates from the last previously
known period of change, 1886. '
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picket fence and landscaping on the south and west sides of the
property. Also shown in this photograph are the original clapboards on
the west facade, under the eaves, and the gutter and downspout types.

The next two photographs available (ca. 1905), included- as photographs
HS-6:4 and 5, show the north elevation and south rear stoop canopy,
respectively. :

Photograph HS-6:6 (ca 1925) shows the veranda-type porch and ell at

the southwest corner of the house, both of which were built by Dr.
Leech in 1901.

Fabric and Site Investigation

Exterior Walls. The original stone foundation was rebuilt and the
remaining brick foundation walls replaced with new brick in 1974 by the
National Park Service. The configuration of the stone foundation walls
indicates that originally (prior to 1901 when Dr. Leech moved the house
east) there was only a partial basement under the rear (east end) of the
two-story portion of the house.

Selective removal of wood lath and plaster at the east one-story addition
to the house exposed both wire and cut nails in the construction,
indicating that when Dr. Leech built this addmon in 1886 wire nails were
starting to be used in this locality. -

Examination also showed that the two openings (currently doors) in the
first-floor east wall of the two-story part of the house are original, but
their original use _(as doors or as windows) has nhot been determined.

Selective removal of the plaster at the south bay window revealed wire
nails, indicating that it was constructed later than the original house.
Since the one-story addition, built in 1886, had both cut nails and wire
nails, it can be concluded that the bay window was built after this
addition. The 1890 photograph shows the bay window in place;
therefore, it was constructed between 1886 and 1890 by Dr. Leech.

In 1974, the National Park Service moved the front (west) entrance door
back to its original location. Examination of the original framing around
this door, which is still exposed, verifies the location and overall size of
the opening (which includes the sidelights).

Examination of the framing of the second-floor west windows revealed that
they have been raised. Photograph HS-6:3 (ca. 1890) shows these
windows in their original location, and since photograph HS-6:6 (ca.
1925) shows these windows raised with the veranda roof at their sills, it
can be concluded that Dr. Leech raised these windows in 1901 to
accommodate construction of the veranda roof.

The framing of the first-floor west window shows that it also is no
original, but the exact date of this change is not known. Since it was
changed between 1890 and 1925, it can be concluded that Dr. Leech
enlarged this window sometime during his ownership.
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Examination of the east s_econd-floor'windows and framing indicates that
they were raised and moved to allow room for the hip roof over the
one-story east addition built by Dr. Leech in 1886.

The north windows in the two-story portion, at both floors, and the
- south second-floor‘ kitchen window all appear to be original.

Rbofs The three hlstomc chimneys still exnst in the attics. All were cut
off below the roof in 1974, when the National Park Service installed a new
wood-shingle roof. :

Examination of ‘the spaced-sheathing roof construction -indicates that
originally the roofs were covered with wood shingles.

Exterior Attachments. Both the front (west) porch and the rear (south)
stoop and canopy were constructed in 1974 by the National Park Service.

Examination  of the first-floor framing .in the northeast corner of the

basement shows that originally this was an exterior porch. This is -

-verified by the 1895 and 1900 Sanborn maps..

-Interior {nformation. Selective removal of portions of the wood lath -and
plaster at the second floor located all the original partitions and opehings
(see plan HS-6:P1). The location of the original stair to the first floor |s
also evndent in the ex:stmg floor construction. :

Most of the orlgmal first-floor interior partitions (two-story part) were °

located . through selective removal of portions of the wood lath and
plaster, although the locations of some of the openings are questionable
(see plan HS-6:P1). The original opening between thé entry and living
room is- evident in photograph HS-6:7 (note the double studs either side).

The location. of the original stair to the basement (pre-1901) is evident in
the first-floor framing at the southwest corner of the basement (see
photograph HS-6:8). Photograph HS-6:9 shows the original (pre-1901)
location of the stair in the basement. Note the brick arch on top of the

original stone foundation, which was built to support the earth above.

The interior of the east addition, built by Dr. Leech in 1886, has been
altered several times, but these changes were not verified since they do
not relate to the historic period and no restoration of the interior is
: antICIapated :

Treatment

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Laban'

Miles house.
Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows:

Waterproof all exterior basement/foundation walls, and provide new
perimeter and underfloor drain tile. :
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Repoint the 'hew (1974) brick foundation, using mortar colored to
match the brick. '

Remove the nonhistoric (1901) ell at the southwest corner of the
house (salvaging the stair for reuse), and reconstruct the exterior
wall at its original location.

Remove the nonhistoric (1974) front (west) por'ch and reconstruct
the hlStOf‘lC (ca. 1880) porch.

Restore the. four exterior elevations to their pre-1886 appearance,
retaining the 1886 south bay and east addition. This will include
repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim;
providing new shutters, storm windows, and screens for all
windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors;
repairing all existing historic two-over-two window sash; and
removing all nonhistoric windows and provudmg new ones to match
the original in their hIStONC locations.

Reconstruct three historic chimneys in their original locations.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the air-conditioning condenser; brick-veneer the  exposed
' (above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house; provide
a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the exterior of the house, usmg
hnstorlc colors (see appendix C).

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:

Adapt the basement to provide change rooms and restrooms in the
east portion for the site's interpretive staff. This will include
replacing the existing uneven concrete slab and stripping, .
insulating, and finishing the exterior basement walls.

Remove the existing basement stair, and provide a wider stair (see
" plan HS-6: P4) ,

Adapt the first floor to provide office space for the site's
interpretive staff as indicated. This will include the removing all
existing wood lath and plaster, providing new gypsum lath and
plaster, and repairing and/or replacing existing wood. trim.

Reinstall the salvaged (1901) stair in.the adaptlvely restored front
(west) entry.

Repair all 'second-floor rooms, retaining the exustlng configuration
with the exceptlon of the adaptively restored stair location. This
will include removing all existing wood lath and plaster, providing
new gypsum lath and plaster, and repairing and/or replacing
existing wood trim. : g
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R‘el'.'nove the ‘existing deteriorated wood finish flooring on the first
-and second floors; provide new wood flooring to match original.

' Utﬂity Systems. Modernizing the utility systems is propesed as follows:

- Remove - the existing mechanical/electrical | systems; provide new
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, and electrical systems, sized as
required and meeting all applicable codes.

F"ro,Vidé sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy.'.

conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate exterior

walls during  restoration of the interior; insulate the attic and - -

basement throughout (see appendix A).

Securuty Systems The foilowing is proposed:

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with the exnstmg, ‘centrally
monitored system

 Summary

The original house, constructed ca. 1869, was purchased by Laban and

B Agnes Miles in June 1875. It is doubtful that any major changes were

. ‘'made to the house prior- to 1878, when Miles left, since it was still
- essentially a new house. It is also unlikely that alterations would have
been made during the time it was being rented from 1878 to 1884.

The first documented changes to the house were made by Dr. ‘Leech in -

1885, although it is doubtful that these were more than minor repairs,
since he had not yet secured title to. the property. in April 1886, two
months after. securing title to the house, Dr. Leech had a single-story
addition built on the rear of the house. It is likely that some interior
alterations were- made at the same time, but these were not researched
since no restoration of the interior is anticipated. :

The evidence previoUst cited suggests that the south bay window. was
built by Dr. Leech between 1886 and 1890. Although apparently added
immediately after the historic period, the south bay window is being
retained because it adds to the functional usefulness of the structure, it
was built in a style compatlble with that of the historic period, and it
exists intact.

'Dr’.‘ Leech again made major improvements to his house in 1901. As
previously cited, these changes included moving the house back (east) 14
feet from the street, because of a municipal street-widening project,
adding a two-story ell at the southwest corner (housing a new hall and
stairway to the second floor), and replacing the front porch with a
‘veranda, as well as adding "a central heating system later that year.

While it is not feasible to move the house back to its'original location, it

is .proposed to remove the ell in order to present the house as it would
have appeared -to the commumty during and |mmed|ately after the hlstorlc
per‘uod , .
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I ' The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
‘ the Laban Miles house to an appearance similar to that of the historic
period. The interior changes will provide facilities much needed by the
National Park Service to house the site's interpretive staff, ensuring the
immediate availability to visitors of full interpretive services within the
historic zone. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior
restoration will provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance
and purpose of the historic site.
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HS-6:4, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1905. View looking southeast. This
is a portion of the original photograph which shows the north elevation.
The original photograph is with Karen Laszckak, West Branch, lowa. A
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Banch,
lowa.

Photographer unknown
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HS-6:5, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1905. View looking northeast. This
is a portion of the original photograph, which shows the southeast corner
of the house. Note the stoop canopy. The original photograph is with
Karen Laszckak, West Branch, lowa. A copy of the negative is at the
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa.

Photographer unknown
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HS-6:7, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the framing
for the original door between the front entry and the living room. The
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell.
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer
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HS6:8, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the
first-floor framing for the original basement stair in the southwest corner
of the house. The original photograph and negative are at Wagner.
Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer
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HS-6:9, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the
"tunnel" at the southwest corner of the house where the original basement

stair was located before the house was moved east. The brick arch was

built "to carry the earth above. The original photograph and negative are
at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer
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HS-6:10, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. View, looking northeast on the
first floor, shows the general condition of the house. Note where the
trim stops on the jamb at the left of the photograph. This locates the
height of the original opening in the dining room nook. The original
photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson.
Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer
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AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE (HS-7)

i

L

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The Amanda Garvin house (HS-7), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as Il-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site.

The structure is currently unoccupied and, except for the new
foundation/basement, is in a deteriorated condition. Plan HS-7:P4
(volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-7:1 and 2 show existing
conditions.

Proposed Use and Justification

Readily visible to the public from within the boundaries of the national
historic site, the Amanda Garvin house will be partially restored to its
appearance late in the historic period (1880s), as called for in the 1977
"Addendum to the Master Plan."
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As also called for in the addendum, the interior will be adaptively
restored to serve administrative purposes.! A management decision has
"since been made that the administrative use will be curatorial work
~_ area/storage and office space.

The' 1970 "Master Plan," as amended 1977, directs that the historic zone
be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern lowa village of the
period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch.

The Garvin house, as built (1870-1872) prior to Herbert Hoover's birth,
was ‘a small, two-story frame house with front and rear. stoops, facing
Downey Street. Its proximity to the birthplace cottage suggests that
Hoover would have been familiar with it throughout his life in West
Branch. : ~

-The inter-pr‘etatioh of 'Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch and the

restoration of the. neighborhood houses will require additional space for
curatorial work/storage to properly preserve historic artifacts of the site.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Documentation of Historical Research

Background Information. The earliest available documentaion relating to
the Garvin house is a record of sale of the property, then lot 6, to
Amanda Garvin on May 27, 1870.2 The property was vacant at that
time.3 The Atlas of Cedar County, published by Harris & Warner in
1872, shows the main block of the existing structure, which is in place on
lot 6 (see plan HS-7:P7). Therefore, the house was built between- 1870
and 1872 and existed during Herbert Hoover's youth in West Branch.

Miss Garvin continued to live in the house until 1878, at which time she

'~ moved out and retained the property for rental purposes. In August .

1885, David P. Reeves, who held the mortgage on the Garvin property,

foreclosed owing to lack of payments.4 Miss Garvin had mortgaged the

property several times before, and since she was unable to make the

house payments, it is unlikely that she would have made any

improvements.

Reeves held the house until May 1886, when he sold it to Elisha and Isaac
Haines, who wused it for rental purposes. The Haineses subsequently
-made improvements to the property in April 1888. The local newspaper

1. USDI, NPS, "Addedum to Master Plan," p. 16.

2. CC, Miscellaneous Record Book 7, pp. 233-34; CC, Deed Recofd H,
pp. 84-95. ‘

3. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 53.

4. Ibid., p. 54.

140




editor commented on the changes: "With a new picket fence, new por‘ch',
new kitchen and well, and other improvments the place . . . would
hardly be known."S The Haineses sold their property in March 1889.

In the next two years (March 1889-June 1891) the house had three
owners - the Bransons, Mrs. Elizabeth Branson, and George Albin.
George Albin rented the house for ten months before buying it in June
1891. He continued to live in the house until his death in 1892. His wife
lived in the house until 1896, at which time she rented it to Joseph
Steer.6 Since Albin was in poor health during the time that he resided
in the house, it is unlikely that he made any changes to the property,
and there were no documented changes made during the time his widow
continued to live there.

tnApril 1897 LaFayette Randail purchased the house, and a year and
one-half later, in August 1898, he built a small annex to the house.?7
Four years later, in October 1902, Randall had the roof reshingled.8
Sometime between 1905 and 1910 the Randalls moved, and the house was
rented.

On September 10, 1912, Harry Gruwell bought the property. Mrs. Golda
Gruwell remembers that the Randalls had a front door with frosted
glass/etched design installed, and that the side porch was built by her
husband.9 .

All of the changes/additions which altered the house can be verified by
the Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927--a composite set
of which is included as plan HS-7:P6. ’

No research documenting ownership of the Amanda Garvin house has been
done for the vyears after the Gruwells sold the house  in 1915 until
acquisition of the property by the National Park Service in 1967. A
comparison of ca. 1910 historic photographs to existing conditions ca.
1967 shows only minor changes to the exterior of the house during that
time. These include enlarging and enclosing the side porch and adding a
rear enclosed porch, as well as altering the fencing and walks,
outbuildings, and site landscaping.

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include
reroofing with wood shingles, elimination of two nonhistoric windows on
the south elevation, installation of a new foundation (including a partial

West Branch. Local Record, April 19, 1888.

USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," pp. 59-60.

West Branch Times, August 25, 1898.

5
6
7
8. Ibid., October 9, 1902.
9
S

. Teléphone interview with Mrs. Golda Gruwell by Edwin Bearss,
eptember 1, 1970.
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basement) and new exterior basement access stairs, removal of the rear

(west) and side (south) enclosed porches and construction of a new stoop
- and canopy on the south, removal of all existing mechanical and electrical .

equipment, construction of a new chimney, and several repaintings.
These . changes primarily involved work on parts of the building

previously altered from their historic appearance, or dating from after .the

historic period; therefore, -their elimination does not appreciably affect
‘the accuracy of the exterior partial restoration work proposed. '

Historic’ Photggraphs.‘ - The earliest available photograph (ca. 1890),
included as photograph HS-7:3, is a view of the southeast corner of the
house, showing the front elevation and main porch. This photograph
- shows the configuration and off-center location of the front steps, and
also the south side of the east porch has no lattice work. A contrast in
color between the 'trim and siding is also visible, and the. street
boardwalk’ is varying widths.

‘Two other historic photographs, HS-7:4 and HS-5:5, both taken ca. 1910,
were primarily illustrations of the Methodist Episcopal church, but they
clearly show the south elevation of the Garvin house, including the
six-over-six window ‘sash, size and location of original chimney, lattice
work. surrounding and enclosmg the south porch, and location of the
pump next to the south porch.

Fabric and Site Investigation

. Exterior Walls. A portion of the interior wood lath and plaster around
.the base of all the walls was removed during the 1976-1977 stabilization
“program undertaken by the National Park Service, and this--combined
with the selective removal of some additional plaster--revealed that the

original house was constructed using balloon-type framing (5/4 by 6

members let into the studs to carry the second-floor joists and 5/4 by 6s
-let "into the studs diagonally for corner bracing) and consisted of the

two-story portion of the house. The fact that the clapboards are nailed -

directly to the studs on the two-story portion (no sheathing), and the
north and west additions both have wood sheathing, verifies that they
were both later additions. Further reinforcing this is the presence of

‘ ~wood clapboards on the exterior walls of the two-story part, above the

ceilings of both additions.

Selective removal of a portion of the interior lath and plaster on the
north, west, and south walls of the original kitchen/dining room (see plan
HS-7:P1) exposed framlng which indicates that originally there was a
wide, short window in each of these walls, possibly a casement or sliding
type (see photographs HS-7:6 and HS-7:7), and that the door to the west
is in its original location (originally it would have been an exterior door).
These -window openings-were closed in soon after the original house was

built, since cut lath nails were used (probably in 1888, when the west

kitchen addition was constructed).
Examination of the exterior openings in the original living room verified

that they were original, although the sash and the front door are not
historic. - ' :
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Examination of the second-floor exterior openings showed that they are
original, with the exception of the north window and the two south
windows, which were closed in by the National Park Service in 1976-1977.
The sash on these windows are not original. ‘

Roofs. The original chimney, documented by historic photographs, will
be reconstructed in its original location. The construction of a new
chimney (basement to roof) by the National Park Service in 1976-1977
precludes the possibility of locating the original chimney in the buiiding.

Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof constructon indicates that
originally it was covered with wood shingles.

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the east porch roof construction
and the exterior wall behind it indicates that this porch was not built at
the same time as the original house. Nail holes in the original studs
indicate that wood clapboards were removed to facilitate construction of
the porch roof (see photograph HS-7:8). The fact that the porch roof
was constructed using cut nails indicates that it was added soon after the
original house, probably by Haines in 1888.

A notch in the corner board at the southwest corner of the original
two-story portion indicates where the south porch roof originally adjoined
the house. : ’

Interior Information. The basement/foundation walls and first-floor
framing are all new (1977, by National Park Service).

Although most of the flooring has been removed at the first-floor level, a
portion of the original 1- by 5-inch tongue-and-groove floorboards still
exists in the closet under the stair to the second floor. These boards
are laid parallel to the south wall. The 1- by 5-inch tongue-and-groove
flooring at the second floor is original, as revealed by examination of the
existing wall construction above the east porch ceiling (see photograph
HS-7:8). These boards are also laid parallel to the south wall.

Scars on the first-floor walls indicate that the partition between the two
original first-floor rooms was originally constructed of: rough sawn 2 by
4s laid flat, creating a finished wall thickness of 3 inches, the same as
the remainder of the original interior partitions in the house. It is
pr‘obab1|e that there was a single door in this partition between these
rooms.

The wood lath and plaster on the underside of the stair, inside the
first-floor closet, shows that it is original. Cut nails of the same size

10. In the stabilization program executed by the National Park Service in
1976-1977, modern studs were used in such a manner as to make a 5-inch
finished wall thickness instead of 3 inches. Also, a double opening was
built instead of a single door.
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and configuration as in the original house were used, and the plaster has
a rough finish. '

The closet door and hardware are original and in the correct location.

The  plaster in ‘the original kitchen/dining room shows that it has a
smooth-finish putty coat, indicating that this room has been replastered.

- The first-floor stair door appears to be orginal, and the hardware is of
the historic period, although not in the ' correct location. The
second-floor doors are not original, but their openings are.

“ The location of circular openings in the second fioor for metal chimney
flues indicates that at one time there was provision for two stoves on the
first floor.. (The one in the east room has been plugged.) One was
probably a coal cooking stove in the kitchen, and the other a removable
heater in the living reom. Both flues would have extended through the
second floor and up several more feet before actually entering the

-~ _chimney near the ceiling (thus heating the second floor by radiation from

the metal flue). The kitchen flue would have been lowered to enter the
chimney at the first-floor ceiling during the summer months. Selective
removal of a portion of the wood lath and plaster at the center wall of the
second floor revealed framing (wire nails) which supported the chimney
halfway between the floor and the ceiling, indicating (and verifying) that
- at some period of time the chimney did not extend through to the first
floor (see photograph HS-7:9). There is not enough evidence remaining
on the interior to determine the exact original configuration of the
chimney.

Treatment

The work proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of the Amanda
Garvin house, as described in the "Administrative Data" section, follows.

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows:
Restore the front (east) porch to its ca. 1888 appearance.

Remove the existing nonhistoric (1976) rear (south) stoop and
canopy, and reconstruct the historic (ca. 1888) porch and lattice
work. ‘ :

Restore the four exterior elevations to their pre-1888 appearance,
retaining the 1888 front porch and west addition and 1898 north
addition. This  will include repairing and/or replacing all
deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm windows and
screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior
doors; repairing all existing sash in the 1888 and 1898 additions,
and replacing all nonhistoric sash in the original part of the house
with new six-over-six sash to match the original in their historic
locations. :
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Remove the existing nonhistoric (1976) chimney to below the roof,
and reconstruct the chimney to match its historic appearance.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the  air-conditioning condenser; brick veneer the exposed
(above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house; provide
a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the house usmg hIStOI"IC colors
(see appendix C).

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:
Replace the existing cracked and heaved basement concrete slab.

Adapt the existing first floor to provide curatorial work area, office
space, and storage as indicated. This will include removing all
existing wood lath and plaster and providing new gypsum lath and
plaster; repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim; and
providing a new subfloor with finish wood flooring to match the
existing second floor.

Repair the existing stairway to the second floor; replace worn-out
treads and risers, and provide a new handrail.

" Repair all second-floor rooms; retain the existing configuration, and
adapt to serve as curatorial storage. This will include removing all

. existing wood lath and plaster, and providing new gypsum lath and
plaster; repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim; and repairing
existing wood fiooring.

Utility Systems. Modernizing of the utility systems is proposed as
follows:

Remove the existing mechanical and electrical systems; provide new
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, and electrical systems, sized as
required and meeting all applicable codes.

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate exterior
walls (whenever possible) during restoration of the interior; provide
attic insulation throughout (see appendix A).

Security Systems. Security systems will be installed as follows:

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with existing, centrally
monitored system.

Install intrusion detection equipment to tie in with existing, centrally
monitored system.
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Summary

Based on analysié of the data available, the structure is defined as it
existed during the historic period.

The exterior of the house, built by Amanda Garvin in 1870-1872, remained

unchanged until sold to Haines in 1886. Thus, in Hoover's time the
house existed as it was originally built.

The first major changes to the house that have been documented were
.made by Haines in 1888. The evidence previously cited indicates that

these included addihg a new picket fence, new porch, new kitchen, and’

new. well. The physical evidence cited indicates that it was the front
(east) porch that Haines added. It is likely that interior alterations were
made at the same time, but these were not researched since no restoration
of the interior is anticipated. It is probable that Haines also would have
painted the house after the rather extensive alterations. . :

The second fnajof‘ documented changes to the house were made by Randall

in 1898. The evidence previously cited indicates that this included the

addition of the north bedroom. In 1902 Randall had the roof reshingled,
but whether or not he made the change from wood to asphalt shingles at
. this time is not known.

Ther'e were several other aiterations made to the house, but these have
since been removed and do not affect the partial restoration of the
exterior of the house. :

The front porch and west kitchen addition are being retained and
restored to their original condition because they will add to the functional
usefulness of the structure, because they were built ciose to the historic
. period, and because they still exist intact. The north bedroom addition
will be retained and restored to its original condition because it will add

to the functional usefulness of the structure and is not readily visible to -

the pubhc from the historic zone.

The ar‘chltectural work outlined in this section will brlng the exterior of
the Amanda Garvin house to an appearance similar to that of the historic
period. The interior changes will provide facilities much needed by the
National Park Service staff to properly preserve historic artifacts of the
site. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior
restoration will provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance
and purpose of the historic site.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Plans
HS-7:P1 Original Conditions, ca. 1872 with 1888 additions
HS-7:P2 Ca. 1898

HS-7:P3 Ca. 1967

HS-7:P4 Existihg Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F)
HS-7:P5 Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G)
HS-7:P6 Compbsite of Sanborn maps

HS-7:P7 Plat of Historic Site

Photographs

HS-7:1 Existing view looking southwest

HS-7:2 Existing view looking northeast

HS-7:3 View looking north, ca. 1890

HS-7:4 View looking northwest, ca. 1910

HS-7:5 View looking northwest, ca. 1910

HS-7:6 View looking west at the west wall of the original

kitchen/dining room

HS-7:7 View looking south at the original north exterior wall

HS-7:8 View of the east exterior wall above the porch ceiling
HS-7:9 View looking east at the center partition - second floor
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HS-7:6, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking west shows the
sill member for the original west window of the house. The original
photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson.
Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HS-7:7, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking south shows a
portion of the sill member and framing for the north window of the
original kitchen/dining room of the house. The original photograph and
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des
Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HS-7:8, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE,

the ceiling of the east porch,
construction at the second floor.

1978. This photograph, looking above
shows the original flooring and wall
The original photograph and negative

are at Wagner. Marquart. Wethereil. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines,

lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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HS-7:9, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking east at the center
partition of the second floor and showing the framing where the chimney
was supported at one time. Note that the studs in this wall are laid flat,
making a finish wall thickness of approximately 3 inches. The original
photograph and negative are located at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell.
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE (HS-8)
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The C. E Smith house (HS-8), located in West Branch, lowa, is classified
as tl-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site. ’

The structure is ‘currently unoccupied and in fair condition. Plan

HS-8:P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-8:1 and 2 show
existing conditions.

Proposed Use and Justification

Although the Charles E. Smith house was not present during Herbert
Hoover's tenure in West Branch, its plan is similar to houses that he
would have known .during his boyhood. As called for in the 1977
"Addendum to the Master Plan," the exterior of the house will be partially
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restored to its original appearance. The interior will be adaptlvely'

restored to serve as a resndence for Park Service personnel. 1

The 1970 "Master 'Plan," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic
" zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern lowa village of
the 1880s.2

The Charles: E. Smith house was built in 1903, and it was moved to its
present site on the west side of Downey Street in 1969 by the National
Park Service to serve as a background -structure to re-create the scene
of a typical eastern lowa village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in
West Branch.

The house was -built 19 years after Mr. Hoover left West Branch, so he
- would not have been familiar with it. The house occupies the site of the
Methodist Episcopal church, which was an important part of the community
during Hoover's life in West Branch. Thus, the retention of the Smith
house, built in a style compatible with the remainder of the neighborhood,
wull add to the immediate scene.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

‘Documentation of Historical Resear‘ch

Background Information. Newspaper accounts indicate that C. E. Smith
built the house in 1903.3 He purchased the lot where the house
originally stood in July of that year, and the structure was enclosed by
~ November. 4 By the end of 1903, the Smiths were occupying their new
home on the east side of south Downey Street, south of the P. T. Smith

house.® The "house remained there until it was moved to its present

location in 1969, after acquisition by the National Park Service.

The Sanborn maps of the historic zone (1895, 1900, 1906, ~1'912, and 1927)

show that the present house site was originally occupied by the Methodist

. Episcopal church and then by a private residence (from 1927 to 1969).

- The Sanborn maps do not include the area where the Smith house
originally stood. - :

The Smiths lived in the house until their deaths in 1934.6 During their
ownership they made several changes, which included the addition of the

1. ' USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
2. Ibid.

3. West Branch Times, July 9, 1903.

4. ‘Ibid., November 5, 1903.
5. ibid.

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 77.
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summer  Kkitchen (pre-1914) and the west Kkitchen bay windows
(1915-1919).7

L. C. Rummells 'bought the house from Charles Smith's heirs in 1936, and
durin% his one-year ownership, he remodeled the pantry into a breakfast
nook.

Whether the pergola is original is not documented, but it is known that it
existed during the first decades of the 20th century.?

There were several owners of the Smith house from 1937 to 1969, when it
was acquired by the National Park Service, but there were no documented
changes during this time.

When the National Park Service moved the Smith house in 1969, the
summer Kkichen, porch, and pergola were removed. Changes subsequent
to the National Park Service acquisition include constructing a new
basement/foundation, painting, reroofing with wood shingles, moving the
kitchen bay window to the center of the wall, installing new, metal-lined,
wooden gutters around the octagonal porch, and r‘econstr‘uctlng one of the
historic chimneys.

Historic Photographs. All of the historic photographs show the Charles
E. Smith house at its original site. Therefore, the directions given are
not the same as the original ones. ‘

The earliest available photograph, HS-8:3 (ca. 1909), showing the
northwest corner of the house and front porch, clearly indicates the
contrasting shades of color on the house and the wooden gutters with
metal downspouts. Also it is evident that the summer kitchen had not yet
been built. : :

Photograph HS-8:4 (ca. 1915) shows the wood gutter detail, location of
the rear (east) chimney, and the finial on the octagonal porch roof.

Two other historic photographs, HS-8:5 and HS-8:6, both taken ca. 1915,
show details of the original front porch and steps and the location of the
original west chimney.

Photograph HS-8:7 (ca. 1917), Iookihg east, shows the front door and
storm. The steps are painted the same shade as the porch deck, and
there is a concrete sidewalk up to the porch steps.

Photographs HS-8:8 and 9, both taken ca. 1934, show details of the rear
perch, railings, steps, walk, columns, and entrance to the summer
kitchen. Also shown are details of the pergola and treilises by the rear
porch.

7. ibid., p. 79.
8. Ibid.
9. Ibid., p. 80.
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Photographs HS-8:10 and 11, taken ca. 1969, show two sides of the
summer Kkitchen and its relationship to the bay window, house, and rear
porch. HS-8:10 shows clearly the original rear porch (except for railing,
. balusters, and steps) in dilapidated condition.

Fabric and Site Investigation

Exterior Walls. Field examination of the exterior walls has not revealed
any evidence of alterations other than those made by the National Park
Service in 1969, after removal of the summer kitchen and rear porch.
This included centering the kitchen bay window and repairing the
" clapboards and trim. '

Roofs. Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates
that originally the house had a wood shingle surface.

Exterior Attachments: The front (southeast) porch indicates that it was
original to the house, although the brick foundation, lattice work, wood
shingle roof, and front steps were reconstructed in 1969 by the National
Park Service. ' ' : : :

The fact that the exterior door on the west is épproximately\ 3 feet off
the ground indicates that there was a porch there originally.

Interior Information. The existing concrete/brick-veneer basement/
foundation walls were constructed in 1969 by the National Park Service
when the house was moved to its present site.

The exiéting brick chimney towards the front of the house is new (1969),
- although it is probably in its original location.
Treatment

The'foll'ov'vi"ng work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Charles
. E. Smith house, as described in the "Administrative Data" section.

_Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows:

Provide = new perimeter drain tile along all exterior

basement/foundation walls.

Age and repoint the new (196%) brick-veneer foundation, using
mortar colored to match the brick. :

Reconstruct the historic (1903) rear (northwest) porch- and steps.
Repair and/or replace deteriorated beaded-ceiling boards on the
front (east) octagonal porch; remove the existing nonhistoric (1969)

front steps and reconstruct new front steps as shown in historic
photographs. : :
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Restore the four exterior elevations to their 1903 appearance,
retaining the west kitchen bay window in its present location. This
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards
and trim; providing new storm windows and screens for ail windows,
and screen doors for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing

‘historic sash.

Reconstruct the historic chimney in its original location.

Provide new, metal-lined, wooden roof gutters to match those shown
in histoeric photographs. '

Provide a detached, exterior concrete pit under the front (east)
porch to conceal the air-conditioning condenser.

Strip all exterior paint, and repaint the house using historic colors
(see appendix C).

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:

Reinforce the existing, undersized first-floor joists in the west
portion of the house (under the existing kitchen) as required to
ensure adequate support for the uses outlined for the first floor.

Provide for residential laundry facilities in the basement as indicated
in HS-8:P3.

Adapt the first floor to provide a modern residence as indicated.
This will include removing the existing kitchen/breakfast nook and
providing a new one-half bath and family room; altering the existing
first-floor bedroom to provide a new kitchen; removing all existing
wood lath and plaster and providing new gypsum lath and plaster;
and repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim.

Adapt the second floor as required to provide modern bath facilities
in the west room and direct access to the east bedroom. This will
include removing all existing wood lath and plaster, providing new
gypsum lath and plaster, and repairing and/or replacing existing
wood trim.

Remove the existing, deteriorated, wood finish flooring (first and
second floors), and provide new wood flooring to match original.

Utility System. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows:

Remove the existing mechanical and electrical systems; provide new
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, and electrical systems, sized as
required and meeting all applicable codes.

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate exterior
walls during adaptive restoration of the interior; insulate attic
throughout (see appendix A).
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: Security System. Installation of the security system will be performed as
follows: - '

Install residential smoke alarms as required to meet all applicable
codes.

Summar‘x

The most obvious and significant change to the Smith house is its new
location. Only minor alterations have been made to the interior of the
house since it was constructed by Charles E. Smith in 1903.

~Since the house was constructed in a style compatible with the rest of the
- neighborhood, it is proposed to partially restore the exterior to
near-original condition, which will include rebuiiding the rear porch, and
'to modernize the interior to provide a suitable residence.

The architectural work outlined in this section will br‘lng the exterior of
the Charles Smith house very close to its condition when completed in
1903. The interior changes will provide a modern residence to house

- onsite maintenance/security personnel. The proposed partial exterior

_restoration/adaptive .interior restoration will provide a useful structure
appropriate to the appearance and function of the historic site.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Plans

HS-8:P1
HS-8:P2
HS-8:P3

HS-8:P4

Photographs

HS-8:1
HS-8:2
HS-8:3
HS-8:4
HS-8:5
HS-8:6
HS-8:7

HS-8:8

HS-8:9

HS-8:10

HS-8:11

Original Conditions, 1903 to 1936

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F)

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G)

Plat of Historic Site

Existing view looking northwest

Existing view looking southeast

View looking southeast, ca. 1909

View looking
Vier looking
View looking
View looking
View looking
View looking
View looking

View looking

(Note: Captions for photographs HS-8:3-.11 give compass

southwest,

southeast,

ca. 1915

ca. 1915

east, ca. 1915

east, 1917
northeast,
northeast,
northwest,

southwest,

ca. 1934
ca. 1934
1969 (original location)

1969 (original location)

directions for the original house.)
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HS-8:6, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915.
to the house being moved to its present site.

View looking east prior
Note that there is no

handrail on the front steps. The original photograph is with Mrs. A.
Moore, West Branch, lowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover

Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa.

Photographer unknown
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HS-8:7, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1917. View looking east before the
house was moved to its present site. This photograph shows the front
porch and door. Note that the treads on the steps are painted the same
shade as the porch deck. Also note the sidewalk. The original
photograph is located with Mrs. A. Moore, West Branch, lowa. A copy of
the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, lowa.

Photographer unknown
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JAMES STAPLES HOUSE (HS-9)
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

‘Historical Classification ..

The James Staples ‘house (HS-9), located in West Branch, lowa, is

. classified as |I-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on

the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover

. National Historic Site.

The structure is c_ur'rentl‘y occupied and in good condition. Plan HS-9:P4
(volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-9:1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 show
existing conditions. ‘

' ‘Proposed Use and Justification

- The James Staples house is on the periphery of, and forms the northwest
. boundary for, the historic zone. Although the house has been

substantially altered since its construction, the original portion, with
which Mr. Hoover would have been familiar during his life in West
Branch, is that which is most visible to the public. The exterior of the
James Staples house will be partially restored to its appearance late in the
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_ 18805 hnstor‘tc perlod, as called for in the 1977 "Addendum to the Master.
Plan . o

The interior of the JamesStapIes house will be adaptively restored to
serve as a residence for Park Service personnel, as also called for in the
addendum. 2

The 1970 "Master Pian," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic
zone be restored to the appearance of a typlcal eastern Iowa village of
‘the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch. :

The James Staples house was built by John Wetherell ._between 1869 and
1872, two ‘years before Hoover's birth. Therefore, Mr. Hoover would
.have been famlhar with the house throughout his residence in the town.

The house has had several additions (to the north and west away from
the historic zone), but these were made after Hoover left West Branch.
Therefore, the original portion of the house will be viewed by the visiting
public from within the historic site.

The house will add to the immediate scene of a fypical eastern lowa

village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch, while
providing an onsite residence for Park Service personnel.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

. Documentation. of Historical Research

Baclground Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the
James Staples house is in Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar County, which
shows West Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, “inciuded ‘as photograph
HS-9:7, deplcts the house as a rectangular block on lot 22, somewhat :
-smaller than the Hayhurst house, located three lots south on lot 25. _
plat of West Br‘anch on May 29, 1869, by Joseph Steer, as attorney for
John M. Wetherell, shows no structure on iot 22. 3 Therefore, the house
'was bwlt by John M. Wetherell between 1869 and 1872. :

The- house and its lot, plus lots 16, 17, and 18 immediately to the north
" of ‘it, were purchased by Eliza Staples in October 1876. The sale was
free of all encumbrances except a lease assigned to J.M. Rummells to
expire December 15, 1876; 4 therefore, the Staples did not actually occupy

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
2. Ibid.

3. CC, Deed Book C, p. 499 cited by USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted,
A -"Cor‘e Area," p. 89. :

4. Ibid., p. 86.
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the house until very late in 1876.  The Staples remained in the house
until their deaths (Eliza in 1882, and James in 1891).

Dr. Staples's heirs later sold the house to William Wren in February 1893.
Newspaper accounts state that Wren, upon taking possession, made
several improvements to his property.5 What those improvements
consisted of is not known, although they were probably minor, intended
to dress-up the property for resale, because he sold the house in August
1893 to Edward Randall. 6

Randall retained posséssion until June 1899, when he sold the property to
his daughter, 7 who sold it to Dr. 1.J. Bailey in October 1900. 8

Dr. Bailey owned the house and used it for rental purposes until his |
death in 1910,9 when O.C. Pennock purchased it from the Bailey estate

.and, according to oral history, moved into the house in 1912.10 Soon

after acquiring the property, the Pennocks made a major addition to the
house. A two-story ell, about 18 feet square, was added to the north
elevation. On the east elevation of the ell was a big front porch. The
annex at the rear of the main structure, housing a kitchen and porch,
was also altered and extended to the west several feet, the side porch
being enclosed.11 .

All of the changes that altered the house can be verified by the Sanborn
maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927, a composite set of which is
included as plan HS-9:P6.

Further changes occurred between 1912 and 1967, when the National Park
Service acquired the property. In summary, these pre-1967 changes
included reroofing the house with asphalt shingles (1929-1946), enclosing
the big front porch and installing storm windows (1946-1967), making
several interior alterations, periodic painting, changing the fences,
walks, outbuildings, and site landscaping. ' :

Post-1967 changes by the National Park Service include remodeling and
updating the first and second floors, providing a new wood shingle roof

" (except west one-story addition), and repainting of the exterior.

;]

West Branch Times, February 23, 1893.

[¢2}

CC, Deed Record T, p. 541.
USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 92.
8. CC, Deed Record U, p. 92.
9. USID, NPS, Béarss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 94.

10. Personal intérview with Adelbert Pennock (son of o.C. Pennock) by
Edwin Bearss, August 4 and 16, 41970.

1. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 95.
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Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1878), the
only one of . this house dating from the historic period and included as

photograph HS-9:6, shows the north and east elevations. Clearly evident

in this photograph are the original north and east windows with shutters
and six-over-six sash, a small front stoop/steps, a chimney in the center

of the main block of the house, and an addition on the west, -which did:

not line up wuth the rest of the house (see 1895 Sanborn map).

'-The next photograph ava|lable (ca. 1890), mcluded as- HS-9:7, shows
essentially the same elements as HS-9:6, but the front stoop and steps
can be seen more clearly.

Photograph HS-9:8 shows a portion of the rear kitchen addmon before it
was enlarged by the _Pennocks, and its chimney. .

- The next two photographs, HS-9:9 (ca. 1905) and HS-9:10 (ca. 1920),

"~ are -both of the kitchen addition, one before Pennock enlarged it and the

other after, and they show that the kitchen chlmney does not center on
the roof ridge and- that the ridge appears to be metal.

Fabric and Site lnveétigation

‘Exterior Walls. Examination of the stone foundation has verified that
originally the Staples house consisted of only the small two-story portion

(currently the southeast block). The one-story addition to the west also-

has a ‘stone foundation, similar in detail (although not constructed as

well),. indicating that it was built soon after the main house, probably by .
Dr. Staples. After Staples's wife died (1882) he had another couple move

in- with him, so it is doubtful he would have added to a house that was
already too large for one person. Therefore, this addition would have
. been built between 1876 and 1882. This was verified when, during the
1977 remodeling by - the National Park Service, original board sheathmg
was. found on the addition side of the west kitchen wall.

Examination of the wall frammg around the passage betwéen the exnstmg.
kitchen and furst floor bedroom shows that this originally was an exterior

door.

" The framlng around the existing rear exterior door shows that orlgmally

lt was a window.

Visual examination. of the south bay window verified that the construction -
was different from the remainder of the two- story block, and therefore

not original.

Roofs. A patch visible in the roof sheathing over the original two-story
house shows where the first chimney went through the roof. The

chimney is also still visible at the second floor, further verifying its

initial location.

Examination of the spaced- sheathmg roof construction indicates that .

g orlglnally the roof was covered with wood shingles.
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Exterior Attachments. The construction and configuration of the
foundation walls and first-floor framing, under the south portion of the
west addition, indicates that this was first a porch.

The porch on the northeast was added ca. 1912. The concrete stoop,
sidewalks, and brick planter were all added later.

Interior Information. The original first-floor partitions and openings
were located by evidence found during the 1977 remodeling by the
National Park Service (see plan HS-9:P1).

Examination of the wall below the original chimney indicates that the
chimney did not extend through to the first floor.

The construction of the north portion of the west addition, and the use
of cut nails similar in style to those of the original house, further
substantiate that this addition was probably built by Staples between 1876
and 1882.

Most of the original second-story partitions and openings were located by
evidence found during the 1977 remodeling by the National Park Service
(see plan HS-9:P1).

Treatment

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the James

Staples house, as described in the "Administration Data" section.

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows:

Remove all plaster from the original stone foundation (southeast
two-story portion); repair and repoint stone as required.

Remove the existing, deteriorated, nonhistoric exterior basement
stair on the west side of the north addition, and reconstruct a new
concrete stair (stone-veneered, above-grade) with wood doors as
indicated in plan HS-9:P5.

Remove the nonhistoric enclosed porch, brick planter, concrete
stoop/steps, and concrete sidewalk/patio from the east elevation of
the house; reconstruct the historic (ca. 1878) wood stoop/steps and
exterior wall as indicated in HS-9:P5. :

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the
historic period, retaining the ca. 1912 north addition and
enlarged/enclosed west addition. This will include repairing and/or
replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new
shutters (for 1878 windows), storm windows and screens for all
windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors; and
repairing all existing window sash in the 1912 additions. All
nonhistoric windows and sash in the original portion of the house
will be replaced with new six-over-six sash of historic size and
location. The existing east entrance door will be reworked to reflect
its historic appearance by providing sidelights and transom.
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Remove the existing, nonhistoric (ca. 1912), brick chimney, and.

reconstruct two historic chimneys in their original locations.
Roof.the west, ohe-story addition with wood shingles.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal

the air-conditioning condenser; apply stone veneer to the exposed

- (i.e. above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house;
provide a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter
- cover. :

Provide new stone areaways as requur'ed to match the foundatlon of
the house.

* Paint- the exterior of the house using historic colors (see
appednix C). '

Interior. - The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:

Remove the existing, uneven, wood basement stalr "and replace with
‘evenly 'spaced treads and risers.

Adapt and. repair the first floor as required to accommodate the
" exterior alterations

No work is antncnpated on the second floor because of remodelmg by
the Natlonal Park Service in 1977

Utility System. ‘Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows:

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
©conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).

Summar¥

The exterior of the house, built by John Wetherell .between 1869 and
1872, remained unchanged until sold to Eliza (and James) Staples in 1886.
The physical evidence suggests that the original one-story addition was
built soon after the original house, although probably not by Wetherell,
-since he used the house as rental property and it was still new. This
‘would indicate that it was built by Staples between 1876 and 1882. The
next documented changes to the house did not occur until 1893, and
therefore, with the exception of the west one-story addition, the house in

* Hoover's. time was as originally built.

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Pennock
about 1912. These changes were primarily additions. The evidence
previously cited indicates that the changes included adding the ell to the
north with its large front porch, enlarging the west kitchen addition, and
enclosing the side porch. It is also possible that Pennock added the

south bay window, but since Adelbert Pennock (son of O.C. Pennock) in,

interviews with historian Edwin Bearss August 4 and 16, 1970, remembers
the bay windowbeing in place when he moved in (1912), it was more
likely ‘added by Wren in 1893 to improve the marketability of the house.

214



It is proposed to remove the south bay window, since it was constructed
after the historic period and is on the portion of the house most visible
to the visiting public. The west addition and north elevation ell will be
retained and restored to their original appearance because demolition costs
would be high; besides they add to the functional usefulness of the
house, -and they face away from the historic zone.

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
the Staples house to an appearance similar to that of the historic period.
The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by the
National Park Service to house onsite management and security personnel.
The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance and purpose of
the historic site. '
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E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE (HS-10)

I

LTI

T
L0

'.ADMINIST‘RATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The .E.S.Hayhurst house (HS-10), located in West Branch, lowa, is

" classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on

the National Register of Historic Places .as part of the Herbert Hoover

" National Historic Site.

The structure is currently being used as a residence and is in good

.condition. Plan HS-10:P5 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs

HS-10:1, 2, and 3 show existing conditions.

, Proposed Use and Justification

The E.S. Hayhurst house forms the southwest boundary for the historic
zone. it is within. sight of Herbert Hoover's birthplace cottage and his
father's reconstructed blacksmith shop. Although the house has been

. substantially altered since its construction, Mr. Hoover would have been

familiar with the original portion. As called for in the 1977 "Addendum to’
the Master Plan," the exterior of the Hayhurst house will be partially
restored to its appearance late in the historic period of the 1880;5, and
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several added intrusions will be removed. The interior of the house will
be adaptively restored to serve as a residence for Park Service
-personnel, as also called for in the addendum. :

The 1970 "Master Plan," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic

zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern fowa village of
‘the. period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch. :

The E.S. Hayhurst house was built between 1870 and 1872 and was
. standing in 1874, the year Herbert Hoover was born. The proximity of
~the Hayhurst house to the birthplace cottage and Jesse Hoover's
blacksmith shop implies that Mr. Hoover would have been familiar with the
‘house and its occupants during his residency in the town.

The house will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern lowa

" _village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch, while

fulfiling the park's need to provide an onsite residence for
‘management/security personnel. :

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Doc_umentation of Historical Research

- Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence available of
the E.S. Hayhurst house is in Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar County,
which shows West Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as plan

© HS-10:P8, depicts the house as a rectangular block that is wholly
included on lot 25. A plat of West Branch made on May 29, 1869, by

Joseph Steer, as attorney for John M. Wetherell, shows no structure on

lot 25.2 On October 10, 1870, lots 25, 26, 27, and a 1.44-acre tract, .

were sold to E.S. Hayhurst for $325;3 therefore, the house was
apparently builty by Hayhurst between 1870 and 1872.

_ '_ By 1878, the ‘Hayhu_r's_ts had left West Branch, their house and property
having been repossessed by the Wetherells and used as rental property.4

On April 19, 1890, Mary S. Wetherell sold lots 25 and 26, with the
improvements, to Joseph Cook.> :

Mrs. Harry Gruwell; who visited the house as a child in.the early 1_8905,
when it was occupied by her uncle, Joseph Cook, prepared a sketch plan
~of the house from memory; it is included as plan HS-10:P9. This plan is

‘1. , ‘USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master plan," pp. 14, 17.
2.. CC, Deed Book G, p. 142.
3. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 101.
4. 1bid., p. 105. -
5. Ibid. |
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similar to that depncted on the 1872 Atlas of Cedar County and historic

_plan HS-10:P1, derived from field examination of the house and indicating

that only mihor changes had been made to the house up to this time.

Two vyears after he purchased the house, Cook and . his wife borrowed
$450 from Sarah Haines on July 28, 1892, to "effect repairs. and help
finance the purchase." The loan was secured with a mortgage on the
lots, “and a promissory note was due on May 1, 1895, at 7  percent
interest. 6 - This would indicate that the Cooks made some lmprovements to

" ‘the house These are verified by the 1895 Sanborn map (HS-10:P7),

which shows an ell on the south and an addition to the southwest;
therefore, Mrs. Gruwell's recollections must predate 1892. That
improvements were made by the Cooks is further substantiated by the
fact that when the house was sold in 1896, to Van Buren Butler, its
value had about doubled the sale price of six years earlier.7 This
increase was desplte the fact. that the United States was in a depr‘essmn
durmg 1896. : -

All of the major changes which alter‘ed -‘the house can be verified by the
Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927, a composite set of
which is included as HS- 10:P7. :

The 1900 Sanborn map shows the addition of two porches on the east
indicating there were two entrances, and the 1906 map shows that the
addition to the southwest had been removed. The work required for this
removal is that which is documented at about this time.8

No additional research (beyohd that conducted by Bearss) to document
ownership of the E.S. Hayhurst house has been conducted for the years

‘between 1918, when -Van Butler moved out, and 1967, when the National

Park Service acquired the property. A comparison of photographs

HS-10:1 through 8 shows that several changes had been -made to the
- house prior to 1967. In 'summary, these pre-1967 changes included the

removal of the two east side and one south side porches, the construction
of a brick patio and concrete stoop, the addition of a picture window and
brick planter‘ on. the south elevation, several other window alterations,
removal of the .historic chimneys and construction of a metal chimney,
enlarging and changing the west addition several tlmes, several interior
alterations, periodically painting the house, changes to the fencing,

-walks,. outbuildings, and site landscaping.

6. CC, Mortgage Record, p. 209.
7. CC, Deed Record U, p. 13.
8. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," pp 111-12.. Bearss

states that sometime between 1903 and 1909, Van Butler had a 16 x 16
foot ell built on the south elevation of his home. He does not give a

source for this statement. It cannot be correct since the 16 x 16 foot ell
is' shown on both' the 1895 and 1900 Sanborn maps, prior to the dates
Bearss cites. Therefore, it can be concluded that if Bearss found

.documentation for work done on the house, it was for removal of the
southwest addition rather than construction of the ell.
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Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include
several repaintings of the exterior, remodeling and updating of the first
and second. floors, elimination of the one-half second-floor windows on the
_east side and west side of the south ell, provision of a new wood- shlngle
roof, and changes to the sute Iandscapmg

Historic Photographs. The earliest avallable photograph. - (HS-10: 4) of
the Hayhurst house is an enlargement of the 1909 panoramic photograph

(2) of West Branch looking northwest and shows the south elevation of.

the ell and a portion of the east elevation. Evident in this photograph
are the locations of the two historic chimneys and the window
‘arrangements on these elevations. : ‘ o

The_ne_xt photograph available (HS-10:5), ca. 1912 looking west, shows
the front porcheés which were built between 1895 and 1900. It is not
proposed to reconstruct these since they were not of the historic period.
Also visible in this photograph is the front door in the original portion of
the house and wood. gutters on the porch roofs (which would have been
similar to those exnstmg on the house). :

'Two other historic photographs, HS-10:6 and HS-10:7, both taken ca.
1938, looking northwest, verify the configuration of the south ell
elevatlon windows and the existence of the one- half window over the east
porch.

Historic photograph HS-10:8, ca. 1950 looking northeast, shows that the

windows in the south ell have not yet been altered. A comparison of this
photograph with - aerial photograph 3 shows that the second-floor west
windows of the original north wing have been altered.

- Fabric and Site Investigation

Exterior Walls. Visual examination of the exterior of the house has not

revealed any alterations other than those previously C|ted

‘Roofs. The original chimneys, as documented by historic photographs,

-will be reconstructed

Examination of the spaced sheathmg roof construction over the two-story
portlons indicates that originally these roofs were wood shmgles The
garage and one- story addltlons were asphalt shingles.

Exterior Attachments. The southeast patvo/porch and the south concrete
stoop are all relatively new (ca. 1950).

‘Interior Information. The interior of the house has been renovated by
the National Park Service to provide a usable residence. Since the
interior will not be restored, no attempt was made to locate the original
interior partitions.
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Treatment

" The following work is proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of

the E.S. Hayhurt house, as described in the"'AdminiStrative Data"

" section. -

Exterior.  Partial restoration is proposed as foliows:

Enlarge and deepen the existing basement space, as indicated in the
Preliminary Design drawing (HS-10:P5), to eliminate storage and
water seepage problems. This will include plastering the new
- concrete-block basement/foundation walls and all existing concrete -
- foundation walls where exposed above grade. '

Remove the existing brick patio/porch and flagstone walk from the
east elevation, the west garage addition, the south brick planter,
concrete stoop, steps, and walk; reconstruct three wooden stoops in
their original locations. ’ ’

Restore the four exterior elevation to their appearance during the
historic period,. retaining the existing south wing (1892-1895) and
rear (west) additions (1892-1895). This will include repairing
and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new
storm windows and screens for all windows, and storm doors and
screens for all exterior doors; replacing all nonhistoric windows and
sash with new ones of historic size and location; and reconstructing
a faise door on the exterior of the east end of the north two-story
portion of the. house, as indicated.

Remove the existing nonhistoric metal chimney, and reconstruct two
historic brick chimneys in their original locations.

Provide new, metal-lined, wooden roof gutters to match those shown
in historic photographs.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)
portion to match the foundation of. the house; provide a metal safety
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Paint _ the exterior of the house using historic colors (see
appendix C).- S

Interior. * The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:

Remove the existing wood basement stair, and reconstruct a new
stair as required after installation of the new basement; provide
laundry facilities in the new basement, as shown.

Adapt the west portion of the first floor to provide more usable
bathroom space, with appropriate closets and storage.

Adapt and repair the interior as required to accommodate the
exterior alterations. '
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Utilities Sytems. Modernizing the utility system will be undertaken as -

-follows:

Extend and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as
required to accommodate the changes made, meeting a|| apphcable
codes .

Provnde sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).

Surhmar'x ,

The exterior of the original house was constructed between 1870 and 1872
by E.S. Hayhurst. It is doubtful that Hayhurst would have made any
alterations to the house before he left West Branch in 1878, not only
because it was new, but also because he could not meet his mortgage
payments and lost the house by 1878. It is also unlikely that any
changes were made during the time it was being rented from 1878 to 1890.
Thus, in Hoover's time the house looked as it did when it was built.

‘The first documented changes to the house were made by Joseph Cook
between 1892 and 1895. These changes included the construction of the
south ell, the west kichen wing, and a southwest addition. The
southwest addition was removed between 1903 and 1909. Even though the
ell and the west kitchen addition postdate the historic period, it is not
proposed to remove them because they add to the usefulness of the
- house, the cost of demolition would be high, and both are in very good
condition. These additions were built in a style compatible with the
original and will not detract from the house; therefore, each will be
restored to its original appearance. :

The 1950 garage addition to the west is not in keeping with the purpose
-of the historic site to create the appearance .of a typlcal eastern lowa
~village in the early 1880s, so it will be removed.

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
the Hayhurst house. to an appearance similar to that during the historic
period. The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by
the National Park Service to house onsite management and security
personnel. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior
restoration will provide a useful structure that is appropriate to the
appearance and purpose of the historic site.
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CTHE 1927 SANRORN FIRE MAP SHOwWS

THE WEST WING AS ONE-STORY WITH

A°SOUTH PORCH, THE SAME AS OMN.
TRE 189S5 SANBozH Maf, THIS AL SO
SHOWS THE SOUTH, FRONT PORCH A S
EXISTING . A PHOTOGRAPH LED BY
OGRANT WOOP FOR HIS 1909 PAINTING,
SHOWS BOTH FRONT Poecues

AN AERIAL PHOToé«EAPH,DATED 1949,
SHOWS THE WEST WING ALTERED TO
A GARAGE (THE INTERIORL A

ARRANGEMENT |5 UNKNOWN)

A 1ASZ AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH,
SHOWS RoOTH FﬁON‘r FORCHES
GONE,

ﬁ

GARAGE
CIRCA 1949

HALL

= .LNN& RO

‘EKTCHEN - I .

N

DINI NG ROOM

=1

THIS FORCH REN‘O\/ED
Qrca 1912~ | '

FIRST _E_LDOQ PLon : NoR‘rH

As OF CIReA 1932 -1949
HS-0IP S |
E.SHAYHURST HOJSE MS-10

o = 1O
" ™ ™
el _

:' - e BN WS NS = Em



AS OF CIRCA |9%2-(9

49

HS-10.P% .




| WHEN TOM OAVls ACQUIRED
THIS HOUSE IN 1950 HE IN -
STALLED THE. SOUTH PICTLRE
WINDOW & REPLACED THE
FRONT PORCH WITH A LARGER,
5mcn</ FLAGSTONE PaTIO.

THE WEST ADOITION WAS EX-
TENDED AT THIS TIME TO
PROVIDE AN EXTRRA BEDROOW
AND A LARGER CARAGE. THERE
WERE ALSO SOME OTHER MINOR

CRANGES MADE AT THIS T\Mc

IN 1968 THE NATIONAL PAszpc
SERVICE ACPLIRED THIS
PROPERTY AND IN 1969
TREATED IT FOR TERM | TES)
THE HOUSE WAS PAINTED

OBRHLLE

=
ﬂ . |
Ql _TIL :
() .

TS PRESENT COLOR N ,
1 197% AND A NEW FURNACE

WITH CENTRAL AIR INSTALLEO:
1IN IQ74

LIVING ROV

AS OF 1978

HS-10-P4

E.SHAYHURST fﬁ._;_'se- HS - 1O

DINING ROOM

_FIRST FLOOR PLAN

A) NézTH
\ 4

6 s o
™
'/8“= I.'O“




SECOND




® |
0061 7

Lc61

N\

cl6l _v_ G681

N L2

&8
. ~
: < .
< oy 188D
- - @
L}
2 %
3 T 1w
S04 etSa 4
JFE 4 | |
= v e o B Ld O\-SH
A 2 o _

OL LSHNHAVH



E.§. HAYHURST :

HS" 10 -

: HS-10:P8 PLAT OF HISTORIC
' SITE FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S
ATLAS OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872.

N

RTH

|
NO

FIRST




264

m>.>o_ ‘saulop m.m.o *aaydeuboroyd Cmcmmz M

_ T9JIAJBS Mded jeuonen Y\Loacwu mu_>me JaAusQ ayjy 1e si .w>_ummoc .
leuibiio ayjp  ri1samylaou Bupyoo; maia Bunsixa 8/l ‘ISNOH LSYNHAVH °S°3 ‘L:0L-SH



ARSI, Ty
> B grornyings PR
g Xnﬁwﬁrm«.unﬂ».léﬂgrgxru_%(%i

SrEe
1

s 0L TR ENEITIITN R 8 e

EIE D i

o 1 3 3 3 3¢




266

opeuJdojo) ‘uaAuaq ‘uaydeuboroyd ‘eddnuay ‘4

*9JINAUBS YJdBd |BUODIIBN ‘J4dlUd] 3DIAJRG JBAUB(Q BY) 1e s annebau
leutbido ayl  -iseayidou Bupoo] MaIA Bunsix3a  cf/6L ‘ISNOH LSUNHAVH °S°3 ‘2:0L-SH



st e = A

i
|

S e e e - . .. . [N .- -

.
W
4 7
/
. -



268

opeJo|od ‘uaAuag ‘usydeuaboioyd ‘exdnuay ‘4

*9IIAU3S Mded (euoljeN uajus)d 92IAJIS JBAURQ BY] 1€ S| annebau
jeuiblyo syl  -3samyinos Buiyoo; main Bunsixl  2/6L ‘ISNOH LSHYNHAVH °S°3 ‘€:0L-SH






HS-10:4, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1909. This photograph is a detail
from panoramic photograph 2, Ilooking northwest, which shows the
Hayhurst house above and to the left of the large barn in the center of
the photograph. The photograph shows two chimneys and the window
arrangement of the south elevation of the south two-story addition. A
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch,
lowa (reference 1909-15).

T.T. Hathaway, photographer

270







umoujun uaaydeuabojoyd

"(82-216L dduaudjed) emo| ‘yYoueug
1som ‘Aueuqi |eljuapisauad J49A00H 3yl 18 si aanebau |euibluo a3yl jo Adod vy cemo| ‘youedg

1SoM |edny ‘sajAes ssoy yum si1 ydeuabojoyd jeuibiuo a3y cpoiaad 21401SIy Byl JO jou ade
sayouod ayl ybnoyi usana jierap J4313nb poom 8yl 9joN Buim yiaou ayj uo Bujusdo Joop jeulbiuo
ayy smoys ydeubojoyd siyy -isam Bupjool maIA  "ZL6L ‘ISNOH LSHNHAVH °"S°3 ‘§:0L-SH

272



o o e

Wl ) J CJ O g O[O oo O 3 3



' 274

umoudun daydeuabojoyd

“(VP-8€6L 92Uau9jad) Adeuqif ayy je peiedo| osie si aapebau ayy jo
Adoo v emo| ‘youedg 1sam ‘Adedqi |BllUBpISadd JBAOOH 3Ul 1B SWNg|R S,U011BJ1S ‘I WOoJd) S|
ydeubojoyd |euibiyo 8y -uonippe yinos ayl jO UONBAIP yinos ayjy jJo juawabueade mopuim ayl
salyludn ydeuboloyd siyl isamyldou Bupoo| maiA  "g8e6l ‘ISNOH LSUNHAVH °S°3 ‘9:0L-SH






276

umoudun usydeubojoyqd

*(VS-8E6L 30UBULAL) emo| ‘youedg 1SaMm ‘Adeuqi |BIIUBPISAUG JBAOOH
3yl 1e s| aAnebau ayy jo Adod vy -emoj ‘uonouns uoljim ‘uswiim ‘3 yilim si ydeuBojoyd [euiBiao
ayL Buim Auois-om1 yinos ayl Jo jood youod Byl IAOQE MOPUIM §|EY-3UO 3yl SMOYS A|Je3|d
ydesbojoyd siyi -isamyidou Buiyool MBIA 86l D ‘ISNOH LSHNHAVH °S°3 ‘L:0L-SH






278

Jaydeaboroyd ‘sineq "L o

*(8L-6 "N 2duUauajau)

BeMO| ‘youedg 1ISSM ‘91IS D1J4O}ISIH |BUOIIBEN J9A00H 149QudH 1e s| ydeuabojoyd 3y} jo Adoo vy

‘(g ydeubBojoyd |ejuse aas) pausdlie aq o} Jeadde Buim jeuibiyo ayy jo ajqeb uoneasia 1sam ayy ul

- SMOpUiIM ay] -|eulbiyo aq 01 Jeadde Buim Au01S-0M1 YlNOS 3yl JO SUOIIBA®|@ 1SaM pue {inos ayl
UO UMOYS SMOpuUIm B3yl -Iseayisou Buiqooj matA  0G6L "B2 ‘ISNOH LSUNHAVH ‘S°3 ’‘8:0L-SH









ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE (HS-11)
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The lIsaac Miles farmhouse (HS-11), liocated in West Branch, iowa, is

AN -, ~_aa

"classifed as I1-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on

the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site.

The structure is currently occupied and in good ' condition. Plan

HS-11:P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-11:1 and 2 show
existing conditions. ‘

Proposed Use and Justification

'~ Readily visible to the public from Interstate 80, the exterior of the lsaac

Miles farmhouse will be partially restored to its appearance in the 1880s,
as called for in the 1977 "Addendum to the Master Plan."

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
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‘The interior of the farmhouse will be adaptively restored to serve as a
residence for Park Service maintenance/security per‘sonnel'.2 ' '

The 1970 ""Master Pian," as amended in 1977, di'rects that the historic
zone be restored to the appearance of a lypical easlern lowa village of
the period of Herbert Hoover's life in Wesl Branch.

"The Isaac M”iles farmhouse .was constructed in 1877, and it is typical of
many of the farms ‘found around West Branch during the historic period.
It is important historically because lsaac Miles was a relative of Herbert

Hoover's, -and it is likely that Mr. Hoover would. have been familiar with

the house during his. residency in the town.

The house has had several changes to it, but the only addition which will

remain is on the northwest corner and is not readily visible to the
approaching public. The restored house will add to the immediate scene
- of a typical eastern lowa village of the 1880s, while fulfilling the park's
need to ‘provide an onsite residence for maintenance/security personnel.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Documentation of Historical Research

Background Information. . Isaac Miles arrived in West Branch in April
1874, the year that Herbert Hoover was born.3 Three years later (1877)
he married and moved to the farm owned by his wife, where he built the
house that still stands south of West Branch.4

. Newspaper accounts of the time note that Miles built a house, barn, and

other improvements in the spring and summer of 1877.5 As soon as the
two-story frame house was completed, Miles and his family’ moved in -and
occupied it during the time that Herbert Hoover lived in West Branch.

There is- no description of the original farmhouse, but it is known that
Miles retained a hired man. who, in addition to his salary, was provided
with room and board.6 This was common practice on farms of the late
19th century, and frequently a hired man's room was built over the
~ kitchen and could not be reached from the other second-floor rooms.

2. Ibid., p. 17.

3. USDi,, NPS, Bearss and Husted, “Core. Area," p. 126.

4, Ibid.
5. Ibid.
"6.- U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Tenth

Census, Schedule 2, "Production of Agriculture in Springdale Township,
Cedar County, lowa."
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There were no documented changes to the property from the time Miles
traded - his farm "in March 1887 until September 1893, when Oliver

Holloway, the owner at that time, hired a man to dig a well behind the

house. 7

The next documented changes to the house occurred in 1946, when the
John Kofrons took possession of the farm. During the period 1946-1947,
the Kofrons made several changes to the house. These alterations
included removing the east bay window and reusing the windows in the

“east wall of ‘the living room, removing the old chimney in the center of

the house and constructing- a new brick chimney adjoining the north
elevation, -and enclosing the front (east) porch.8 Mrs. Kofron recalls
that "the east and south bays were identical ."9

The Kofrons retained possession of the farm until 1962, when they sold
the property to the Greater lowa Corporation.10 There were no
documented changes to the house from the 1946-1947 renovation by the

“Kofrons until acquisition by the National Park Service in 1969.

Post-1969 changes by the National Park Service include remodeling and
updating the first floor, providing a new wood-shingle roof over the
two-story portion and a metal roof over the one-story portion, and
repainting the exterior.

Historic Photographs. The only available photographs that show the
farmhouse were taken ca. 1950. Photograph HS-11:3 shows an open front
porch, which is presumed to be original, and photograph HS-11:4 shows

_ the south elevation and bay window (which exists intact).

Fabric and Site Invesfigation

- Exterior Walls. . Some minor archeological work at the east exterior wall

of ‘the living room uncovered the original stone foundation for the east
bay (see photograph HS-11:5). The location of the bay window was
further verified by examination of the east basement wall, where the
recess for the original bay window was located.

7. West Branch Times, September 14, 1893.

8. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," pp. 141-42. There
were several other alterations made by the Kofrons, but these are
sufficiently covered by Bearss and will not be reiterated here as they do
not specifically apply to the adaptive restoration effort.

9. : Personal interviews with Mrs. Kofron by Edwin Bearss, July 14,
1969, and August 21, 1970.

10. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 141.
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Examlnatlon of the. east Invmg room window sash verified that they are
identical to the south bay window sash, substantiating Mrs. Kofron's
recollection that these were taken from the original east bay.

Roofs.: A patch vnsuble in the roof sheathing over the two-story part of -

the house indicates where the original chimney went through the roof
(south of the stair to the second floor).

Examination of the spaced- sheathing roof construction over the two- story
~.part of the house indicates that originally the roof was covered with wood
shingles.

Exterior Attachments. - ‘Examination of the front (east) porch roof

construction reveals that it was original with the house, although the -

remainder- of the porch has been substantially altered.

Interior Information. . Examination of the northwest basement walls and
first-floor framing indicates ‘that this portion was not original. The
~ location of the original basement stair is evident in the first-floor framing
under the southwest stair to the second floor.

Examination of the living room verified Mrs. Kofron's. recollecton that
originally this was two rooms. ' '

Selective . removal of a portion of the wood lath and plaster in the
southwest hired man's room showed that it was built with cut nails,
similar to those used in the remainder of the house, indicating that this
- portion of the house was original.

The attic framing over the main stair to the second floor shows no
evidence of alterations, indicating that this stair is original.

Treatment

The following' work is prooosed to provide for the adaptive restoration of - -

the Isaac Miles farmhouse, as described in the "Administrative Data"
sectlon : ' '

Exterior: Partial restoration is proposed as follows:

Provide new pemmeter and underfloor dr'am tile at the time the
basement floor s|ab is replaced.

" Reconstruct the or‘iginel east bay window in its correct location.
Remove the existing (1950s) enclosed front porch at the southeast,

but retain the roof, which is original; reconstruct the historic (ca.
1877) front porch. ' :

Remove the nonhistoric (1946-1947) attached brick chimney from the

north elevatlon, reconstruct the historic chimney in its original
location.
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l‘ Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the

' historic period, retaining the (1946-1947) northwest addition. This
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards
and trim; providing new storm windows and screens for all windows,
and storm doors and - screens for all exterior doors; repairing all
existing. historic two-over-two window sash; and removing nonhistoric
sash and prowdmg new sash to match original. :

Provide an attached exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal

- the air- condmomng condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)
portion to match the foundation of the house; provude a metal safety
grate and a removable, sloped wooden winter cover.

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see
appendix C). ' ’

" Interior. - The interior will be adaptively restored as foIIows (see the
- Preliminary Design, HS-11:P3):

Remove the existing, .deteriorated.basement floor and provide a new
concrete slab; construct a new bathroom in the southeast basement
‘room, as indicated. :

Rework and update the present first-floor bath, reusmg the existing
fixtures where possible.

‘Remove and rebqu. the present stairs to the second floor (from the
dining -room) to provide direct access from the rear entry area.

Remove the present stair from the kitchen to the second floor and
adapt the kitchen :

Adapt the second floor to provide a half-bath between the two
northside bedrooms; provide a new linen closet off the enlarged
- hallway and a clothes closet on the south wall of the northeast
bedroom. : '

Enlarge the closet on the north side of the master bedroom, and
provide an access door to the southwest room. :

Utliity Systems Modernlzmg the utility system is proposed, as follows:

»Extend and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as
required to accommodate the changes made, meeting all applicable
codes.

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).

Security Systems. The installation of security systems will be performed -
‘as follows:

Install resudential smoke alarms as requnred to meet all apphcable
codes.
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-Summarx

" The -exterior of the house, buit by Isaac Miles in 1877, ‘probably remained
unchanged during his ownership from 1877 to 1893. Thus, in Hoover's
‘time the house existed.as it did when originally built. : :

The most obvious ' change to. the house is the northwest addition. This .

addition will be retained and restored to its original appearance since it is
not readily visible to visitors from 1-80, and it adds to the usefulness of
" the house. ' :

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of .

the Miles farmhouse to an appearance similar to that of the historic

period. The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by 3

the National Park Service to house onsite management/security personnel.
. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will
provide a useful structure approprlate to the appearance and purpose of
the hlstomc site.
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. ILLUSTRATIONS

Plans

" HS-11:P1 ‘Original Conditions, ca. 1877

- HS-11:P2 - Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F)
HS-11:P3 Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G)
HS-11:P4 Plat of Historic Site

Pho_togfaghs

HS-11:1 Existing view looking northwest

I‘ HS-11:2 ‘Existing view looking southeast
: I | HS-11:3 . View Iooking~west; ca. 1950
HS-11:4 ‘ Vi‘éw looking northeast, ca. 1950
l -HS-1'1':5_ - View of the original east bay window foundation
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HS-11:5, ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows a
portion of the original stone foundation for the east bay window. The
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell.
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer
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DAVID MACKEY HOUSE (HS-18)

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The David Mackey house (HS-18), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as ii-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places as part of Her‘bert Hoover National
Historic Site. :

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition.  Plan

HS-18:P4 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-18:1 and 2 show
existing conditions.

Proposed Use and Justification

The David Mackey house is readily visible to the public from within the
boundaries of the national historic site, and the exterior will be partially
restored to its late 1880s appearance, as called for in the 1977 "Addendum
to the Master Plan."1 The interior will be adaptively restored to serve as

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
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a residence for National Park Service maintenance/security personnel. 2
- The 1970 "Master Plan," as amended -in 1977, directs that. the -historic
zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern lowa village
during the period of Herbert Hoover life in West Branch.

The David Mackey house, one of the oldest of the core area houses, was -
constructed between 1869 and 1871. It is lmportant historically because
its builder was mayor of West Branch in 1879.3 Therefore, it is evident
that - Mr. Hoover would have been famllnar‘ with the house durmg his
residency m the town.

_The house will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern lowa
village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch, while
fulfilling the = park's need to provide an onsite residence for
" maintenance/security personnel. : :

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

Documentation of Historical Research

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence showing the
David' Mackey house is Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar County, which
shows - West Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as plan
HS-18:P7, depicts the house as a rectangular block on lot 28.

In 1869 John M. Wetherell subdivided the 5 acres he had recently
purchased from Joseph Steer in West Branch. On September 23 of the
same year, he sold lot 28 to David Mackey. Five days later Mackey
purchased lot 29.4 On May 22, 1871, Mackey mortgaged the lots, along
_with the improvements, to John Wetherell for $300.3 Therefore, the -
house was apparently built between 1869 and 1871 by David Mackey.

Mackey, widowed since 1872, sold his house and lots on September 19,
1876, to John Zalaskey.® Because Mackey's wife died only one year after
he had built the house, it is doubtful that Mackey made any improvements
or additions dur‘mg his ownership. :

Less than 2 years later, on April 6, 1878, Zalaskey sold the property to
Laban Miles and Charles Townsend.’ Miles and Townsend were

2. Ibid., p. 16. | |
3. UsDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 148.
4. CC, Deed Record G, pp. 249-50. |
5, C.C, Mortgage Record A, p. 271.

6. CC, Deed Record H, pp. 573-74.

7. CC, Deed Record K, pp. 65-66.
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speculators, and they may have made some minor improvements to the
property to increase its value, although there is no available record. On

April 27, 1878, they sold the  property to D. Marshall Yetter, Mackeys :

brother-in- Iaw 8"

Yetter had the house remodeled and his two lots enclosed with a picket
fence in 1880. 9 No description of that remodeling has been found,
although it.is possible that it included the addition of the east one- story

wing. Yetter left West Branch in April 1883, and the house was sold

July 7, 1883, to Mrs.. Elizabeth Hussey, who was 75 years old. 10

Mrs.. Gruwell, who ‘lived next door to the Mackey house in the 1890s,
recalls that the house was a small, two-story frame dwelling, with a door
in the middle of the front facade and a window on either side. There
was a front porch with slim pillars, and there were windows in both the
north and south elevatlons of the first floor, two in the north elevatlon
and one in the south.1

Mrs. Mattle Savage, a widow, bought the house and moved in during

April 1899.12 She lived in the house for 11 years before marrying A.C.
Hunter in 1909.73 Mr. Hunter was in the concrete-block business, and in
the last week of March 1914, he added a bay window to the south
elevation, put in larger wmdows throughout the structure, and made
other |mprovements During the summer he added a concrete-block porch °
to the cottage.14

As recalled by local resident Glenn Brown in the summer of 1970, Hunter
used concrete blocks to build a porch railing and columns. The railing
consisted of a number of rows of blocks, laid with open bond. In the
i520s, Hunter rebuiit the porch, again_ using concrete blocks. ' No

changes have since occurred to the porch. 15

. The other improvements made by Hunter probably included enlarging the
east addition and. addmg north and south windows to the second floor.

8. . Ibid., pp. 74-75.

9. West Branch Local Record, April 29 and May 13, 1880.
10.  Ibid., July 12, 1863.

1. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 163.
12. ibid., p. 161. | .

13. Ibid., p. 162.

14. Wes-t Branch Times, March 26, 1914.

15. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 164.
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~Most of the changes can be verified on thé Sanborn maps fbr‘ 1895, 1900,
1906, 1912, and 1927, a composite sel ol which is included as plan

HS-18:P6. It should be noted thal the house is shown as a one and
one-half story house until the 1927 map, when it is shown as a two-story
house. (The Sanborn maps typically indicate one and one-halfl story

- houses for structures with .windows only in the second-floor gables.)
Also on the 1927 ‘map, the east one-story addition is shown as enlarged.

No additional research (beyond that conducted by Bearss) to document
-ownership of the David Mackey house has been conducted for the years
between 1914, when Hunter undertook alterations, to 1967, when the

" National Park Service acquired the property, although a comparison of the

previously cited documents with existing conditions (ca. 1967) indicates
. 'that some changes to the house were made prior to 1967. In summary,
' these pre-1967 changes include adding a carport with concrete slab (ca.
1940s), installing a wrought-iron railing around the front (west) porch,
changing the roof of the east addition from a shed-type roof to a gable,
periodically painting the house, changing the fencing, walks,

- outbuildings, and site landscaping.

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include
_remodeling the first'and second floors, repainting the exterior, installing
~a new furnace with central air conditioning, reroofing with a new
wood- shmgle roof, building a picket fence, changlng the site landscaping,
and removing the carport roof.

Hlstorlchhotographs. No photographs have been located showing the

- Mackey house during the historic period.

' Photograph HS-18:3 (ca. 1938), looking northwest, shows a portion of the

Mackey house, with the original chimney on the two-story part of the

house.

‘Aerial ‘photographs. 1 and 3, cé. 1932 and 1949, respectively, also show

the original chimney (see appendix D). Aerial photograph 1 shows a’

shed-type roof for the east one-story addition, which was probably
: omgmal (ca. 1880).

Fabric and Site lnvestlgatlon

Externor Walls. . Examlnatuon of the partial basement area shows that it is
original, although the floor level has been altered. The foundation for
the original part of the house is stone and brick (plastered on the
- exterior), while the east addition is concrete block. Because Hunter was
~in the concrete-block business and because he enlarged the east addition,
he probably replaced the entire east addition foundation in 1914.

S_elec'tiA\'/e removal of a few exterior clapboards on the west elevatic_‘m
(first-floor level) showed that the original part of the house was built
" with no sheathing and that the clapboards were nailed directly to the
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studs. The east addition is sheathed in normal fashion, verifying that it
was built after the original house. Also the framing indicates the location

~of the original west elevation window, south of the front door (see

photograph HS-18:4).

- Visual examination of the south bay window verifies that it was added to

the house.

In the east wall at the second-floor level, above the ceiling of the
one-story addition, there are remnants of two windows of the same size as
the west gable windows, which appear to be original (see photograph
HS-18:5). Below these windows are scars indicating where the shed roof
of the east addition was attached. .

'Roof's. A patch visible in the roof sheathing over the.two-story part

indicates the location of the original chimney.

Examination of the 'spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates that both
roofs were originally covered with wood shingles.

The evidence breviously cited indicates that when the east addition was

built it had a shed-type roof.

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the original foundation wall

verified that there was never an outside entrance to the basement.

On the west, exterior wall, behind the present front porch roof, are

painted clapboards, indicating that originally there was no porch roof.

Interior Information. The original first- and second-floor partitions were
located through examination of scars visible in the fabric of the house.

Treatment .

The following work is proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of
the David Mackey house, as described in the. "Administrative Data"
section. '

Exterior. The followihg- partial restoration, as shown in the Preliminary
Design (HS-18:P5), is proposed:

Remove the existing brick/stone and concrete-block foundation walls;
enlarge and deepen the existing basement as indicated to provide
storage and mechanical space; plaster the new concrete-block
basement/foundation walls where exposed above grade, and
waterproof below grade; provide new perimeter drain tile to eliminate.
' seepage problems.

" Remove the existing, nonhistoric, concrete and concrete-block front

(west) porch; construct a wood stoop in its place; record all
evidence, found during demolition, of any previous construction.
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Remove the existing concrete slab on the south side of the house.

Remove the exustmg wooden steps at the rear (south) door, and
construct a wood stoop as indicated.

Restore‘ the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the
‘historic period (ca. 1880), retaining the enlarged rear (east)
addition. This will include repairing and/or replacing all
deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm windows and’
screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior
'doors, repalrmg all existing window sash in. their historic location;
and removing nonhistoric windows and provudmg new wmdows of -
_'historlc suze and location.

Remove the. exnstmg, nonhlstor‘lc, brick chumney, and r‘econstr‘uct a
brick chimney in the original location. :

- Remove the existing, nonhistoric, - bay window on the south
~ elevation, and install a new double-hung wmdow similar to those in
the remainder of the house.

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
.the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)
.portion to match the foundation of the house; provide a metal safety '
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see
appendix C). - ’

interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:

Adapt' and repair the interior as required to accommodate -the
exterior alterations. =~ o co

Remove the exist'mg woad basement stair; reconstruct a new stair as
indicated after installation of the new basement provide laundry
facilities in the new basement as shown. o :

Remove the existing closet in the first-floor (northeast) bedroom,
and construct two new closets as indicated to provude more bedr‘oom
space. _

" Alter and update the present second-floor bathroom, reusing the
existing fixtures whenever possible.

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows:

Alter and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as
required to accommodate the changes made to meet all applicable
codes

Pr‘ovnde sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
" conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).
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Summary
The exterior of the house, built by David Mackey in 1869-1871, remained

.unchanged until 1880, when Yetter built the east addition. Thus,

Herbert Hoover would have been familiar with both the original house and

A ‘the'east addition. -

The second major documented changes to the house were made'by Hunter

- in 1974. - These alterations were extensive and probably included the

enlargement of the east addition. This is verified by the 1927 Sanborn

map, which shows the enlarged addition (Hunter stili owned the property
in 1927). . '

Whén' Hunter enl'argéd the east addition, he did so in a style compatible

"~ with the remainder of the house. The extension on this addition will be

retained because it adds to the usefulness of the house, it is in good
repair, and the demolition costs would be high. The present gable roof
will be changed to a shed-type roof, as it appeared during the historic
period, allowing the second-floor (east) windows to be returned to their

- historic size. _ :

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of
the David Mackey house to an appearance similar to that of the historic
period .and appropriate to the national historic site. The interior changes
will provide a modern residence needed by the National Park Service to
house onsite maintenance/security personnel.
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HS-18:4, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1978. View looking east; the west
elevation of the house shows a portion of the framing for the original
west window. Note that there is no sheathing on this house. The
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell.
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

W. Wagner, photographer, Des Moines, lowa
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HS-18:5, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1978. View looking west at the
original east exterior wall, above the ceiling of the east one-story
addition. This photograph shows the sill members and part of the trim of
the original east second-story windows. The original photograph and
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des
Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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WILLIAM WRIGHT HOUSE (HS-19)

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Historical Classification

The William Wright house (HS-19), located in West Branch, lowa, is
classified as I1-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places as part of Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site.

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition. Plan

HS-10:P4 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-19:1 and 2 show
existing conditions. : ,

Proposed Use and Justification

The William Wright house is readily visible to the public from within the
boundaries of the national historic site, and the exterior will be partially
restored to its appearance late in the historic period, the 1880s, as called
for in the 1977 "Addendum to the Master Plan."! The interior will be

1. UsDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14.
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~adaptively r‘estoréd to serve as a residence for Nati_onal Park Service

" maintenance/security personnel. 2

The - 1970 "Master Plan," as amended in 1977, directs thal the historic
zone of the national hisloric site be reslored lo the appearance of a
- typical eastern lowa vullage during the period of Herbert Hoover's life in
.West Branch. :

The William Wright house was built in. 1873 by William and Mary Wright,
one year before Herbert Hoover's birth. Wright was one of the '"town

" characters," and it is evident that Mr. Hoover would have been famlllar A

with the house during his residency in the town.

The partially restored house will add to the immediate scene of a typical

eastern lowa village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in. West. |

Branch, while fulfilling the National Park Service's need to pr‘ovude an
onsnte resndence for maintenance/security personnel.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

- Documentation of Historical Research

Ba'ckground Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the
William Wright house is a record of purchase of lots 23 and 24 (in Steer's
. plat of West Branch) by Mary J. Wright (wife of William Wright) dated

April 30, 1873.3 Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar County, which shows ‘

- West Branch in 1872, depicts no structure on lots 23 and 24. A copy of
that plat, included as plan HS-19:P7, shows the Wright house

superimposed in its present location. Construction of the Wright house

. was probably commenced in 1873, and was completed within a year. (The
other houses built in. the historic zone during this period were
'cons-tructed in 6 to 12 months.) '

W|H|am ‘and Mary erght mortgaged their house and lot in 1881.4 n the
early 1880s, the Wrights left West Branch and rented their house to Mrs.
Elizabeth A. Gruwell and her five children.> The Wrights. returned to
West ‘Branch in Iate May 1885 and reoccupied their house.6

It is doubtful that the Wrights would have altered their house before they
left West Branch, since it was still relatively new. it is also unlikely
that. they would have altered it during the year it was rented from 1884

2. Ibid., p. 17.
3. CC, Deed Record G p. 142.
4. CC, Mortgage-Record D p. 30.

5. West Branch Local Record, October 23, 1884.

6. Ibid., April 16, 1885.
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to 1885. Theréf_ore, the house during Hoover's time had not yet been
altered. ‘ ,

In June 1891, Wright painted his house and made other impr'ovements.7
In 1894, he spent $500 on major improvements to his house and barn.8 A
description of these improvements is not given in the newspaper accounts,
but they may have included enclosing the rear porch.

In February 1901 the house was damaged by fire.9 The second Story and
roof were badly burned. Reroofing and replastering the second floor
were completed by mid-March 1901.10

William Wright died in May 1901, and his widow continued to live in the
house until 1920, when she sold the house and lots to Adelbert Pennock.l?

All of the changes that altered the house during this period (1894-1920)
can be verified by the Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and
1927, a composite set of which is included as plan HS-19:P6. It should
be noted that the 1895 Sanborn map shows the rear porch enclosed and
the front porch open. The 1906 map shows that the bay window roof was
tin after the fire of 1901.

Adelbert Pennock retained possession of the house until. National Park
Service acquisition in 1967. Pennock enclosed the front and back
porches. Since the rear porch is shown enclosed in the 1895 Sanborn
map, it is likely that Pennock enlarged the rear porch, as documented by .
the 1927 Sanborn map. From the early 1920s to the 1950s, the only work
done on the house was maintenance. In the earlzy 1950s, Pennock built
the small room on the rear elevation of the house.] '

Post-1967 changes by the National Park Service include updating the
mechanical systems, remodeling the first floor, repainting the exterior,
and installing a hew wood-shingle roof.

Historic Photographs. The only available photograph showing the William
Wright house (ca. 1928, included as photograph HS-19:3) shows the
original rear porch roof, although alterations had already been made to
the lower porch. Also evident is the size of the front porch before it
was enlarged. Porch columns are also visible. :

7. West Branch Times, June 25, 1891.

8. Ibid., January 3, 1895. o
9. Ibid., Februai;y 28, 1901.

10. Ibid., March 7, 1901.

11. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 178-79.

,12‘ USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area,", pp. 179-80.
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_ Fabric ‘and Site Investigation

© Exterior Walls. Selective  removal of a few clapboards on the east
elevation ‘of the south wing revealed that originally the exterior wall
finish - around the front porch was of horizontal tongue-and-groove
boards. Also evident at this point is the framing for a door at the
location of the existing east dining room window. The opening is the
- same size as the present front door, which is also original. :

Exammatuon of the east bay window foundation shows evndence of several
. repairs and/or alteratlons, although it is original.

'The rear (west) porch foundation has been enlarged to the south.

Roofs. Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates
that the roof was originally covered with wood shingles.

Exterlor Attachments Examination of the wall fabric above the’ present
east and west porch roofs revealed scars, indicating the location, slope,
-and configuration of the original porch roofs (both had the same slope,
see photograph HS-19:4). :

‘Under the front (east) porch there is a portlon of a large foundation
“stone, indicating the orlgmal location of a porch post above.

Interior information. The first- and second-floor rooms all reflect their
historic .con}figuration, although some of the openings have been altered.

The orlgmal stair to the second floor emerged in the kltchen, instead of
in the living room as it now does.

Treatment

, The followmg work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the W|H|am
Wright house, as described in the "Administrative Data“ section.

Exterior. The followmg partial restoratuon, as shown in the Preliminary
Design (HS-19: PS), is proposed:

-Repalr the present east bay window brick foundatlon, and plaster to
match the foundation plaster on the remainder of the house.

Remove the -existing, nonhistoric, exterior basement stair on the
south elevation, and reconstruct a. new concrete stair with ‘wood
doors.

Remove the nonhistoric concrete steps and walks at the front (east)
and rear (west) of the house; replace with wood steps appropriate to
the period.

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearances durmg the

historic period, retaining the ca. 1920 front.and rear porches and -
the 1950s northwest addition. This will include repairing and/or
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replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm
windows and screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens
for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing window sash. Also
the nonhistoric clapboards will be removed from the original
horizontal tongue-and-groove boards on the east elevation of the .
south wing, and a new false door with a glass light will be provided
to match the present front door. o

Adapt and repair the existing brick chimney.
Reroof the northwest, one-story addition with wood shingles.

- Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade)
portion to match the foundation of the house; provide a metal safety

grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover.

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see
appendix C).

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows:
Reframe the opening for the existing interior basement stair.

Adapt the present first-floor half-bath as indicated in the
Preliminary Design drawing to provide a more functional bathroom.

Provide a new clothes closet over the stair for the second-floor
(east) bedroom.

Adapt and update the present second-floor bath as indicated to
provide a more functional bathroom.

Utility System. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows:

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A).

Summary

The exterior of the- house, built by William Wright ca. 1873, remained
unchanged until 1891. The first changes to the house were made by

Wright in 1891 and 1894, and they included enclosure of the rear (west)
porch. .

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Pennock
in the 1920s. As previously cited, Pennock remembered enclosing the
front and rear porches. Since the rear porch was shown enclosed in
1895, it is likely that Pennock merely enlarged this porch. The 1927
Sanborn map shows the front porch still open. Therefore, Pennock
probably enlarged this one also, although he may have added screens.
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It is inconsistent with National Park Service policies to reconstruct -the
original (east and west) porches. Therefore, they will be retained in
their present form and restored to reflect their original appeéarance.

'The 19505 northwest addition will be retained because it will add to the
usefuilness of the house, and it is not readily visible from the historic
zone. :

The architectural work outlined in this section will br‘lng the exterior of
- the Wright house to an  appearance similar to that of the historic period
and appropriate to the purpose of the national historic site. The interior
changes will provide a modern residence needed by the National Park
Service to house onsite maintenance/security personnel.
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HS-19:4, WM. WRIGHT HOUSE, 1978. View looking north above the east
porch ceiling and showing the outline of where the original porch roof
was attached. On the left two toenails are visible where one of the
original rafters was attached. The original photograph and negative are
at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, lowa.

M. Barnes, photographer
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S.
administration.

Publication services were provided by the graphics and editorial staffs of
the Denver Service Center. NPS 1934
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